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American writer Neil Postman once said, “Children are the living messages we send to a time we will not see.” It is that thought that led my team and I to create a new charitable fund for children called Shopping for a New Life. 

For the past four months my team and I have worked to create this project. Its goal is to turn one percent of every customer's total dollars spent shopping at Central into funds for scholarships for students. The funds will go to children who have the ability and the potential to attend school, but lack the funds. We want to sponsor talented children in both the academic field and sports field. By providing them with a proper education we will give them a chance to reach their highest goals, no matter what those goals are. 

These scholarships will help the children who receive them improve their living conditions. Upon graduation they will be certified to work for our organization, which will be mutually beneficial since the children we select will be talented and developed by us. Even if they choose not to join our organization, we believe they will still make their families proud.
At Central Group, we want to reward our customers and give them the feeling of satisfaction that comes from helping others. We want them to know that a portion of every baht they spend at Central, no matter how much or how little, will go toward making a brighter future for the vulnerable children in Thailand.  In turn, our patrons, along with Central Group, will be working to build a better society for our country.

Baan Kru Noi, a similar organization that also helps to fund the education of children in need, has had much success with their program. The motive for their program was a concern about the future of Thai society. Having a society in which children grow up without getting the knowledge they need creates a very serious problem for a country’s future. So if we work together and give them a proper education, they will turn into quality citizens that will help make our nation become better in every aspect. 

One of their success stories is about a man by the name of Mr. Suvijuk, or Ken. In the ninth grade, Ken received the chance to continue his education while also working part time at a rice factory. He said that not only did he receive academic knowledge but he was able to help his parents make a living by selling home grown vegetables in a patch of field provided by his teacher. He then sold the vegetables he grew to his school’s canteen. After he started to make profits from selling vegetables, he was able to finance his father’s weekly medical treatments, help his sister pay for her school tuition in the rural area, and he even received a scholarship from Baan Kru Noi to further his studies. He is extremely grateful for all that Baan Kru Noi has given him, because this organization gave a poor kid like him a brighter future.

This is the kind of success story we hope to create through our charity. As you can see it is a unique and practical way of helping students. Not only will they receive the financial benefits, but they will also learn basic business skills, which will benefit both the students and us, if they choose to work for us. 
To start our scholarship program we will publish an application for students to complete on our website. Our current customer service representatives will screen the applications against the criteria we give them. The criteria are still in development, but will include the applicant’s age, current level in school, grades, and a teacher recommendation, among others. Because we are utilizing current personnel, the program will not cost anything except some additional labor costs.
As you can see, we can help Thailand and its children by giving them the opportunity they deserve.  While it is a small percentage (1 percent) of each purchase that goes to this charity, each donation adds to the others, and the total can have a huge impact on the lives of Thailand’s children. 

Our company, Central Group, also receives the positive public relations and image that a charitable fund like this receives. However, it is all of us who are helping to improve our children’s futures, giving them better quality lives, and as a result making a better future for our nation. It is a charity in which every person who takes part receives a benefit, especially our children and our future.
