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There are hundreds of awards given out on almost a daily basis around the world. The recipients are recognized for their courage, talent, beauty, humanitarianism, and many other things. There is one characteristic, though that is seldom recognized: determination. When I speak of determination, I mean the ability to remain hopeful and continue to do your best day after day, no matter what has happened to you.

Today, I would like to recognize a special person, Ploylada Sucharitachandra, by giving her the first annual Determinator of the Year award, the first award created to recognize a person who throughout his or her life has demonstrated unflagging determination in the face of very challenging obstacles.

I don’t know anyone else who deserves this award more than Ploy. Throughout Ploy’s life, she has truly endeavored to stay true to her hopes and dreams, no matter what. Despite some rather big setbacks, including the death of her stepfather, who she loved very much, Ploy is determined to achieve her goals, not only for herself, but for her family. Her desire to succeed is motivated by her sincere wish to help her family.
American writer and feminist Sonia Johnson once said, “We must remember that one determined person can make a significant difference, and that a small group of determined people can change the course of history.” Ploy, I would like to name you Determinator of the Year, and I hope that it inspires others to be as determined as you so that together, we can all succeed and change history. 
