Speech 10952 Deny’s Retirement Speech
A wise person once said, “The best time to start thinking about your retirement is before the boss does.” As you know, I’m retiring a year before official retirement age. But I’m not really worried about getting shown the door. After working here 26 years, I’ve seen too much for that. But all kidding aside, while I am going to miss this company and everyone here, I am looking forward to the time I’ll have to travel with
 _____. 
A lot has changed since I first started working here, both professionally and personally. Let’s take Nick, for example. You all know I think the world of Nick. He’s smart as a whip, plus one of the nicest people anyone could work for. He treats everyone the same, whether they’re people at the top or people at the bottom of the corporate ladder. They’re all people to him. Well, when I first started here, Nick was a single, crazy guy who loved to party. Now he’s a married man with two boys. The good news is he still enjoys partying—just not as much.  I’ve seen many other partners during their early days with the company. They all looked like babies then. Then they started dating and now they’re married, some with 3 kids. 
What I’ve always loved the most about Kelso is that everyone here works really hard, but we also know how to play equally hard. When I first started, no matter how hard we worked, there was a part of every day that was fun. On Fridays at 4 pm, we’d toast the week and the coming weekend by opening up a bottle of wine or champagne. 

Thanks to all of our hard work, this company has grown. When I first started here, everyone worked on one office area. Now we need three floors to fit everyone in. And since the company’s so much bigger, our world class bridge player, Nick, can take a bit more time off to enjoy his favorite pastime. And I do mean bridge, by the way.

We certainly have partied hard over the years. We bought private planes (who wants to fly commercial?) and gone from entertaining and dancing at a local watering hole then called O'Looney's, to the 21 Club, Daniel’s Restaurant, LE Bernadin and other top notch restaurants. We expanded from smaller meetings to large fun entertainment-filled conferences out at the Phoenician in Arizona or to two-day conferences at the more chic ST REGIS. We even went from having a decent cook to provide some meals for us to our chef Kostas, who makes out of this world food. Still, as I mentioned, a lot has changed. We’re all more worried about our waistlines now, which is why we have our dedicated personal trainer, Andy, to do his best to keep us in shape. If we’re not all in tip top form, it’s not because Andy isn’t trying, right?

I have seen a lot of comings and goings in the past 26 years, yet the number 1 thing I will remember is the people I’ve worked with. For the most part, we’ve had an outstanding group of employees. Like every company there’s been a few here and there who turned out to be a bit… well… crazy… but overall, everyone has been fabulous. 

In fact, this company was a Godsend to me. Twenty-six years ago I was a divorced mom with a young son to raise, and the smartest thing I ever did was agree to take my job here. I will always remember my Kelso days and the friendships and relationships I have formed over the years with people here and the people connected to the companies we deal with. 
I feel blessed and lucky that I’ve worked with the caliber of people that I have here at Kelso. There are so few that we say OMG about. I will never, never, never forget the uniqueness of this company or the people that work here. I can truly say that at times it has been a barrel of laughs.

Thank you for every second of the last 26 years. My fond wishes go to each and every one of you.
Good night.

�Your instructions say “your man” so wasn’t sure if he’s a husband or boyfriend, so just thought you could insert his name here.





