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Good afternoon [or evening, whichever it is] as most of you already know, my name is Kellie Smiddie, and I am a member of the board of directors of the Fibromuscular Dysplasia Society of America. I hope you have been enjoying this year’s conference and learning a lot. This conference is a great opportunity for us to learn from each other and spread the word about FMD and this organization.
Just to provide you with a little background about us, we were established in 2003 as a 501(c)(3) organization and our mission is to raise money for the purpose of awarding FMD research grants, build awareness programs, and educate the public and medical communities about FMD. We are the only known organization in the United States that is dedicated to raising awareness, education, and promoting research of FMD. As most of you know, FMD is a disease that used to be thought of as rare. Now we know that it has been under-diagnosed.
Nonprofit organizations like ours are notorious for operating on a shoestring budget and FMDSA is no exception. We even rely on donations to provide our shoestrings. But that hasn’t prevented us from accomplishing a great deal. Through the efforts of this organization we’ve gained national recognition through highly respected media outlets like The Wall Street Journal and Discovery Health Channel. These are unusual achievements for an organization that is less than 10 years old. 

But I wouldn’t be here talking about these amazing accomplishments if it weren’t for the efforts of some very special people. Our dozens of volunteers play a huge role in this organization. Primarily women, they have rolled up their sleeves and managed to make themselves invaluable to us, and no words can adequately express our appreciation. Still, I am here to give it a try.
We are almost entirely a volunteer organization. The number of paid staff members totals a whopping three people. There is absolutely no way we could develop awareness, education programs, and work to promote research without the efforts of our volunteers. Our volunteers usually go well above and beyond what we ask them to do, including helping with fundraising, advocacy, office support, and patient support. 

I recently heard an expression that I thought was very appropriate for this event. “Volunteers don't get paid, not because they're worthless, but because they're priceless.” There really is no dollar value we could put on the efforts of our volunteers.

It’s appropriate that our volunteers are women, since FMD does seem to affect women more than men. We are fortunate that these women have been dedicated to advocating for us and helping us however they could. We literally could not do this without them.

Volunteers, your time, energy, input, and dedication has brought us to where we are today, and we are grateful for everything you do.

I would like to ask everyone here to please join me in showing our appreciation of our volunteers by giving them a well-deserved round of applause.  [pause for applause]

 

Thank you volunteers, and to everyone here this afternoon for your continued support.
