Speech 11055 Kendo-Japanese Fencing
Hello, my name is Bob Souder, and as president it is my privilege to welcome you to this event today. Soon we will begin another exciting tournament, and we will be riveted by the talent, agility, and speed of our world-class competitors. 
However, before we begin the competition, I think you all will agree, it is both appropriate and necessary for us to take some time out of our busy lives and this event today to remember the people who died, have suffered, or are continuing to suffer the unspeakably tragic earthquake and subsequent tsunami in Japan this past spring. 

We owe a great deal to the innovations and brilliance of the Japanese people, including the sport which we will all enjoy here today. Like other martial arts, Kendo-Japanese fencing does more than strengthen or minds and bodies. When it was first developed, its goal was to develop both the spirit and the character of those who participated in its training. Most of us here today can attest that Kendo-Japanese fencing lives up to these goals, even today, more than fifty years later. 

It is also important as our world continues to shrink in many ways, for us to connect with each other—people of all countries, backgrounds, and situations. It is hard for us, thousands of miles away to imagine the devastation and heartache that the Japanese people continue to live with on a daily basis. The number of lives that have been destroyed or impacted, not to mention the loss of jobs and the economic impact is far beyond our comprehension.
And so before we officially begin today, may we have a moment of silence, reflection, and if it is part of your faith tradition, prayer, for the people of Japan. [SILENCE for as long as you feel it is appropriate.]

Thank you, for taking this time to remember the people whose culture has produced so many things that we enjoy today, including this wonderful sport.

And now, let’s begin what promises to be one of our most exciting events
.  
�Bob, I didn’t provide a conclusion because I wasn’t sure if you needed to introduce anyone or provide any other information. The last line provides a great transition for you to add any additional information you need to. If you don’t need to add anything, you can add a closing statement along the lines of:


“Thank you for your attention, and your attendance. Without any further delay, let’s begin this tournament.”  








