Speech 11101  Enoc Rivas daughter 16 birthday
Good evening, friends and family. Thank you all for being here this evening to celebrate a very special occasion in our daughter’s life. I know I speak for
 _____ when I say that this wouldn’t be quite as joyous an evening if you weren’t here with us.
I know every parent feels this way, but it really is hard to believe that 16 years ago we were experiencing the joy of _____’s birth. When you hold that small baby girl, you know that she will eventually grow up. You just don’t realize how fast “eventually” comes. Yes, it’s true that ___ is just 16. She has a few years yet before she’s officially an adult. But I do want to say that her mother, her brother, and I are very proud of the wonderful young lady she has become.

We’ve created a lot of wonderful memories over the last 16 years. It’s the little things you will always remember, right? The way they look when they first get up in the morning with the hair all over the place. How excited they are to go on vacation, and just to see you at the end of the day when you come home. Those are the things I will always remember. 

Today, _____ is a lovely young lady, a good student, and a contributing member of our community. I think it’s pretty unusual these days to see a young girl as hardworking as ____ is. She works hard at her schoolwork, in her school activities, of which she has many, and in the work she does for the community. 

Tonight, we are here to celebrate her 16th birthday. She has all of her friends here and they are ready to have some fun. You know us adults are ready to have a little fun too. So, I won’t delay the celebration too much longer. What I would like to do is offer a toast to the birthday girl. We can all toast, even if we’re drinking soft drinks, right? Would everyone please raise their glasses? [Pause and wait for everyone to lift their glasses]. 
To you, ____ , on your sixteenth birthday. You’ve given us sixteen years of laughter, happiness, and all the other emotions that come with raising a child. While this is a special day for you, it’s also a special day for your mother and me, because we are so very happy that you were born. You are sixteen today, and you are almost an adult. There are so many challenges and joys that lie ahead of you. Just remember that no matter what the future holds for you, your family is here for you and loves you. And remember, the best birthdays of all are the ones that haven’t arrived yet. Happy birthday. [take a drink and wait for everyone else to take a sip]

Thank you again everyone for being here. And now let’s continue the celebration! 

�You did not provide me with your daughter’s name, so you will need to fill it in when you see the blanks.





