Speech 11214 Breast Cancer speech
Good afternoon, and thank you for inviting me to be a part of your annual luncheon. It is an honor to be here.

Looking around at all of the lovely young faces here, I am even more impressed with your dedication and commitment to fighting breast cancer. I know I don’t have to tell you that it takes people of all ages and all backgrounds to effectively fight for a cure for any disease. But the fact that women like you, so early in your lives, recognize the need to assist in the community like this is truly an accomplishment you should all be proud of. It is quite remarkable that this sorority participates so completely in the Susan G. Komen run for the Cure. 
Your participation is very important for many reasons. For one thing, each of you is serving as a role model for other young women in this community, who may also decide to participate because of you. Unfortunately, the trend in the last few years has been that younger and younger women are being diagnosed with breast cancer, so your involvement is becoming more important.

As you may already know, according to estimates from the American Cancer Society, more than 200,000 women will be diagnosed with breast cancer this year, and nearly 40,000 women will die from the disease. Chances are that one out of every eight women will be diagnosed with breast cancer at some point in their lives. Not only are the women themselves impacted, but so are their families—their partners and their children. While research progress is being made, it takes millions of dollars to keep up this fight. And the Komen for the Cure organization is certainly one of the organizations that has joined in this fight in a very big way.
In fact, the Komen for the Cure organization has invested more than $1.9 billion in cancer research since it first began in 1982, and it is now the largest source of nonprofit funds dedicated to the fight against breast cancer in the world.

It is thanks to caring, dedicated women like you that the Komen organization has been able to do so much. By participating the way that you do, each one of you is playing a very vital role in the fight against breast cancer. I know each of you is passionate about fighting this disease, and that passion is understood and appreciated. I urge you today to continue that fight, as long as this disease continues to be so much a part of our lives.

You should also know that not only does your support go to research, but it also helps provide resources and information to women who are currently battling this disease. If you visit the Susan G. Komen website you’ll see the vast amount of information that it provides to breast cancer patients and their families. It also serves as a support group and place where current patients can communicate and share with each other. None of that would be possible if it weren’t for the many women like you who care.

I don’t think anything brings this point home as much as each woman’s personal story. I doubt if there’s a single person in this room whose life hasn’t been touched in some way by breast cancer, whether it’s due to a grandparent, parent, aunt, sister, or friend. I invite you to take a moment right now to think about the person you know who fought this disease. Some of these women will have won the battle- they are alive, vibrant, and contributing to our lives today. Others may not be with us today, but we treasure the memories that we have of time spent with them. 

Each woman’s struggle with breast cancer is very personal and they often feel that they are very much alone. When you participate in the Komen for the Cure, you are sending a very personal message to each of these women that they are not alone—that you care about them and you care enough about other women who may be diagnosed with the disease in the future to do something about it.

Eleanor Roosevelt once said, “You gain strength, courage and confidence by every experience in which you really stop to look fear in the face.” Not only are the breast cancer patients doing this, but you are joining in. Each of you is looking fear in the face and gaining strength, courage, and confidence.

You are making a difference each time you take a stand in this fight against cancer. The former actor, Christopher Reeves once said “Once you choose hope, anything’s possible.” By continuing to take part in the Komen for the Cure event you are not only choosing hope, but you’re choosing it openly and publicly, so that you can inspire that same hope and level of commitment in other members of this campus community.
I can also report today that your support is having an impact in another meaningful way. According to Dr. Len Lichtenfeld, deputy chief medical officer of the American Cancer Society, both the number of deaths and the number of new diagnoses of breast cancer have been steadily decreasing since the late 1990s. While several factors can play into this, there is no doubt that the support of millions of men and women like you has played an integral role in this result.

I know that as you graduate from college and begin your lives, you will be pulled in a million different directions. That’s the reality of life. But I hope that you will remember the significant impact that you have had on the fight against this disease, and that you will never give up your fight, or support. 

As John Diamond once said, “Cancer is a word, not a sentence.” And thanks to your efforts, fewer people have to hear that word and battle the disease. Thanks to you, fewer people are dying. 
Thank you for all you do, and especially your efforts on behalf of the Susan G. Komen for the Cure organization.

