Speech 11270 Acceptance speech Lily

Good evening. On behalf of Michael and me, we thank you for this award and for this recognition of our years of service. It is a great honor to receive this award.
Over the last 44 years Michael and I have enjoyed being such an integral part of this community. Being able to participate in the committees, the parish council, the school board, and to serve others through this church community has meant a lot to us. We feel we are fortunate that we had the opportunity to serve in the ways that we have here.

We also recognize that there are many others besides ourselves that have worked hard and brought this community to where it is today. As you know, it is our 84th anniversary, and that is truly something to celebrate. Michael and I are very happy to be a part of this anniversary celebration. It is gratifying to us to realize that we have been members of this church and school for more than half of its existence. 
We would like to take this opportunity to say a special thank you to the people who were here before us, setting the example for us to follow. Because of our church founders, we have been able to continue to experience our culture and not lose sight of who we are as a community. We give thanks to them for their years of dedicated service and their collective efforts.

Without them we would not have such a strong community. Because of their work and efforts, we have been able to preserve our Orthodox Greek faith, the Greek language, and our Hellenic heritage, culture, and traditions. Our children will continue to know and understand their ancestry and have the ability to pass this knowledge and understanding to their children, so that there will be many future generations continuing to preserve this community.
So thank you again, for honoring Michael and I with this plaque. We will treasure it. And remember that we are a part of a larger community of people who have also given years of dedicated service so that we could be standing here today.

The scientist Albert Einstein once said “Only a life lived in the service to others is worth living.” Our church founders are wonderful examples of that saying, and we hope that as all of us think about our anniversary and the many things we’ve accomplished together as a community, and that it will inspire many others here today to serve as well so that someone will be giving our members’ children and grandchildren a plaque for their years of service in another 40 years.

Thank you again, and good night.  
