Speech 11364 Search and Rescue
[SECTION ONE]
Good evening, to all of you, our volunteers, their family members, and special guests. My name is Gary Gilbert and as you know, I was the captain and president of this volunteer search and rescue team last year. It is an honor to be here tonight to be part of this year’s installation of officers. While that is the purpose for this gathering, I am also glad to have this opportunity to recognize all of you on the team for your service. The word ‘service’ can mean many different things, depending on the context- and a lot of times it’s overused. But in this case, it is a word that is not adequate enough to express what you do as volunteers and the sacrifices that you make. One of my goals this evening is to make sure that all of the volunteers in this room realize how much your efforts are appreciated and how much of a difference your volunteering makes in the lives of many people.
Winston Churchill once said, “You make a living by what you get, but you make a life by what you give.” For those of you who don’t know, these volunteers work all day at their regular jobs. For some that means exhausting physical labor. Others deal with a lot of stress or pressure. Then they go home to relax, eat some dinner, and maybe watch a little television with their families. Just as they sit down to eat, they receive a call out for an extremely sick 225-lb man on top of Mt. Whitney. It’s raining halfway up the mountain and snowing at 10,000 feet and above. Ice covers all the cliff faces and trails. They drive an hour to the end of the road, hike up 6,500 feet in elevation, which is about 11 miles, carrying 85 lbs of gear. They find the man, treat him, and carry him down the mountain. There are numerous places where one misstep could mean them both falling to their death. Eighteen hours later, on top of working a full day at their job, they’ve missed dinner and breakfast. They’ve traveled more than 22 miles on the trails and they’ve done it all the instant they receive that phone call. This is the kind of giving that these volunteers do on a routine basis. You will hear more about this later this evening.
In addition to installing this year’s officers, we will also be recognizing the volunteers who exceeded their required training hours, and we will announce and give the Captain’s Choice Award. We also have a great band performing tonight, and I hope you’re all wearing your dancing shoes and you’re planning to get out there on the dance floor and enjoy. You can see we have quite a bit of ground to cover, so without further delay, I am going to turn the podium over to our coordinator, _____ _______. 
[SECTION TWO begins after the sheriff speaks]

Thank you Sheriff _____. As I mentioned earlier this evening, we had several volunteers who went above and beyond the call of duty by completing more training hours than the required minimum. And they took this training in addition to our required bimonthly team training, and the many hours that they spend volunteering. In addition, this training means that they are even more prepared and ready to handle calls, and they can improve their effectiveness. So it is an honor to recognize these volunteers and give them this award for caring enough to go the extra mile when it comes to training. 
First, I’d like to recognize three individuals who completed an 80-hour, ten-day class as a Wilderness First Responder:  Kaylyn Rickford, Victor Lawson, and Julia Runcie
.
Next, I’d like to recognize two volunteers who completed their EMT certification. It took 160 hours and 24 weeks to complete this class. And to retain the certification they will be required to take a 16-hour refresher class. These two individuals are Mike Fix and Kaylyn Rickford
.
And this year, five volunteers completed the three-day, 20-hour Mantracker training. They are: Justin Davis, Dean Chavez, Travis Westervelt, Kaylyn Rickford, and Antonia Westervelt
. Have you all noticed that Kaylyn Rickford took all three of these training courses? Wow, that is impressive. Let’s have a final round of applause for these volunteers who were willing to sacrifice so much of their time to gain this valuable training.
We have a special guest here with us tonight. Her name is Dinah Bondy. On _____[insert date], [give brief description of what happened to Dinah]. We are glad to have Dinah here tonight, and I invite her to come up now and say a few words. Dinah…
[SECTION 3]

Thank you, Dinah, for being here and sharing your story with us and these volunteers. It means a lot to all of us. 

As I already mentioned, every volunteer here is important to the team. It takes a lot of willing volunteers to be able to do what we do, and each of you is valued. Each year we do recognize one volunteer who exemplifies what this team is all about and give that person the Captain’s Choice award. I would now like to present that award. 

This year the Captain’s Choice award goes to
 ______ _________. _____ gets this award because…….. Thank you, _____ and congratulations on the award.

Every organization has to have some structure and…well…organization. And that’s why this volunteer search and rescue team has officers and a board of directors. The officers and board members keep us focused and give us structure and leadership. Tonight, we are here to install the 2012 officers and board. When I call your name, please stand up. The 2012 president will be me, Gary Gilbert. [pause for applause]. The vice president for this year is Victor Lawson [pause for applause]. The secretary is Jonathan Willy [pause for applause]. And the treasurer is Diana Sanchez Bedoya [pause for applause]. A big thank you goes to each of these officers for agreeing to serve in these positions this year.
As I announce each board member’s name, I would like that person to stand and remain standing until all the names are called. Once all the board members are standing, please give them a round of applause. The 2012 board members are Kaylyn Rickford, Paul Hoornbeek, Derik Olsen, Mike Fix, and Jonathan Willy. Let’s show them our appreciation [pause for applause].
I am confident that this year’s officers and board will continue to provide excellent leadership and guidance to our team. And I’m not just saying that because I’m president. I’ve worked with these volunteers for some time, and they are truly dedicated people and give a lot to this organization.

Well, before the night gets any older, I know you are all ready to get out on the dance floor. Before I formally adjourn us to get the party started, I would like to add one final note of thanks to all of you, our volunteers, and their family members, for giving your time and energy to this search and rescue team.

Movies and television series about superheroes seem to be very popular right now. But we are quietly saving lives and risking ours throughout the year. We’re the ones performing real-life superhuman feats in extreme environments. Remember, Mount Whitney is the highest mountain in the lower 48 states, and Death Valley is the lowest and hottest place in the United States. We rescue people in both places many times a year. And we don’t get paid. We risk our lives so that others may live.

There are a lot of people in this country who are called humanitarians because they donate money to charities. But all of you volunteers in this room are the real humanitarians. And your families, who understand why volunteering is important to you and sacrifice their time with you, are also heroes. I know it’s not easy to watch someone you love set out on a rescue call. You don’t know when this person will return. Some of you may fear that this person won’t return at all. Tonight, all of you should be very proud. Each of you has made a REAL difference in people’s lives. Birthdays and holidays are celebrated and happy in many homes this year, because you rescued someone and brought him or her home. We may not get paid, but there is no better reward than that.
The old time radio personality Seth Parker once said, “You may not have saved a lot of money in your life, but if you have saved a lot of heartaches for other folks, you are a pretty rich man.” I’m looking around this room, and it is full of millionaires in my book. 

Now, it’s time for all of you wealthy people to get out on the dance floor. We have an awesome band for you tonight. They play great music and it will really make you want to get up and dance. So let’s get the party started and welcome ___________[insert the name of the band.] Have a great time everyone! Thank you.

  

�I wasn’t sure if you were planning to call them up and give them something. If so, you can add a line here like: Please come up to receive your award. Or pause for applause, make sure you also applaud them.
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�Gary, I didn’t have the name of this award recipient. Please fill it in the speech in the blanks, as well as a brief description of what this person did that led to the decision to give the award to him or her.





