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Stephen Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16312]
____________________________________________________________
Tomy Stephen’s valedictory address to the 2017 graduating class of West Hemstead West High School.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN . . . FACULTY AND STAFF OF WEST HEMSTEAD HIGH . . . DISTINGUISHED GUESTS . . . FELLOW GRADUATES AND PARENTS . . .

I AM BOTH HONORED AND HUMBLED TO HAVE BEEN INVITED TO GIVE THE VALEDICTORIAN’S ADDRESS AT THIS YEAR’S GRADUA-TION CEREMONIES.  I’M SURE THERE ARE AT LEAST HUNDREDS OF GRADUATING SENIORS HERE TODAY WHO ARE MORE DESERVING OF THIS HONOR THAN I, BUT I’M NONETHELESS ENORMOUSLY GRATEFUL BOTH FOR THE HONOR AND FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS MY SCHOOLMATES AND FRIENDS AT THIS AUSPI-CIOUS MOMENT IN OUR LIVES.

NOW, WHEN I WAS THINKING ABOUT WHAT I’D SAY HERE THIS [MORNING/ AFTERNOON/EVENING], IT OCCURRED TO ME THAT THE FIRST THING I SHOULD SAY IS, “THANK YOU.”  FOR IF THERE’S ONE THING I’VE LEARNED IN MY FOUR YEARS AT WEST HEMSTEAD HIGH IT IS THAT ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF LIVING A GOOD LIFE IS TO FOSTER AND NURTURE AND MANIFEST IN ALL THINGS AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE.

MY EXPERIENCE HERE HAS TAUGHT ME THAT NONE OF US GETS THROUGH THIS LIFE ON OUR OWN.  THROUGHOUT OUR DAYS, WE’RE HELPED ALONG THE WAY BY OUR PARENTS, OUR TEACHERS, OUR CHURCH, OUR FRIENDS, AND BY THE MANY MENTORS WHO’VE GIVEN US GUIDANCE AND COUNSEL THROUGH THE YEARS.  WE CAN ACHIEVE LITTLE ON OUR OWN.  WE’RE ALWAYS GOING TO NEED THE HELP AND SUPPORT OF OTHERS TO ACHIEVE OUR GOALS IN LIFE.  AND FOR THIS, WE’RE GOING TO “OWE” THEM.

AND HOW DO WE REPAY THIS DEBT?  IT’S SIMPLE.  JUST SAY “THANK YOU” — OR BETTER YET, “THANK YOU; I’M VERY GRATEFUL.”  BUT, IT’S NOT GOOD ENOUGH SIMPLY TO FEEL GRATEFUL.  NO.  YOU’VE GOT TO EXPRESS THAT GRATITUDE STRAIGHT OUT LOUD, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, YOU’VE GOT TO MEAN IT.  YOU’VE GOT TO MAKE SURE THAT ANYONE WHO HELPS YOU IN ANY WAY, LARGE OR SMALL, KNOWS THAT YOU SINCERELY APPRECIATE THEIR EFFORT OR THEIR HELP.  FROM THE CASHIER AT MCDONALD’S TO THE MATH TEACHER WHO TOOK THE EXTRA TIME TO EXPLAIN QUADRATIC EQUATIONS WHEN YOU JUST COULDN’T WRAP YOUR HEAD AROUND THE SUBJECT, YOU NEED TO SAY “THANK YOU” FROM THE HEART.  YOU WILL FIND THAT AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE IS ONE OF THE MOST ATTRACTIVE AND ENDEARING TRAITS YOU CAN MANIFEST.

NOW, I’M PRETTY SURE THAT, FOR MOST OF US GRAUDATES, OUR PARENTS ARE THE PEOPLE TO WHOM WE OWE THE GREATEST DEBT OF GRATITUDE.  THAT’S CERTAINLY TRUE FOR ME.  JUST THINK OF ALL THE THINGS OUR PARENTS HAVE DONE FOR US.  THINK OF THE SACRIFICES THEY MIGHT HAVE HAD TO MAKE TO KEEP US FED, CLOTHED, AND SAFE.  THINK OF ALL THE LOVE AND CARE THEY’VE LAVISHED UPON US FROM THE MOMENT OF OUR BIRTH TO THE PRESENT MOMENT.  AND IT’S FROM THIS ATITUDE OF GRATITUDE THAT I’D NOW LIKE TO ASK ALL YOU SENIORS IN THE AUDIENCE AND ALL THEIR PARENTS TO PLEASE STAND UP.

[AFTER THEY’VE DONE SO]  GOOD!  NOW SENIORS:  PLEASE HUG YOUR PARENTS AND TELL THEM “THANK YOU” —AND YOU MIGHT THROW IN AN “I LOVE YOU” FOR GOOD MEASURE!   [AS THEY DO SO]  AH . . . THAT’S  SO BEAUTIFUL!  YOU CAN SIT DOWN NOW, THANKS! 

NOW BEYOND OUR PARENTS, I THINK ALL OF US HERE OWE A TREMENOUS DEBT OF GRATITUDE TO THE DEDICATED WEST HEMPSTEAD SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION, WHO ARE THE HEART AND SOUL OF OUR WONDERFUL SCHOOL, AND TO OUR TREMENDOUS FACULTY, WHO HAVE MOLDED AS INTO THE CITIZENS AND SCHOL-ARS WE’VE BECOME.

IN CLOSING, I’D ONLY REMIND MY FELLOW GRADUATES THAT WE’RE ALL DIFFERENT.  THE CLASS OF 2017 IS DIVERSE AND TALENTED; EACH IN HIS OR HER OWN WAY.  SO LET’S NOT WASTE TIME TRYING TO LIVE SOMEONE ELSE'S LIFE.  THERE WILL ALWAYS BE PEOPLE SMARTER THAN WE, WEALTHIER THAN WE, PRETTIER THAN WE.  BUT EVERYONE FACES HARDSHIPS IN SOME WAY AT SOME POINT IN THEIR LIVES.  DON'T THINK FOR A MOMENT THAT ANYONE'S ELSE LIFE IS MORE PERFECT OR BETTER OR HAPPIER THAN YOURS IS, OR THAT YOUR SUCCESS LAY IN EMULATING SOMEONE ELSE’S.  I AM NOT MATURE ENOUGH TO KNOW IF LIFE IS LIKE A SET OF FORKED ROADS; BUT IF IT IS, THERE MUST BE AN INFINITE NUMBER OF THEM, EACH DIFFERENT AND TRAVELED ONLY ONCE.  WE ARE INFINITE.  LETS BE PROUD OF THAT AND FEEL SAFE WITHIN OUR INDIVIDUALITY.

THANKS FOR LISTENING.
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