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Sutton Speech  [No. 15937]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Ms. Francesca Sutton on the occasion of her brother, Brian’s 25th birthday celebration.

[AFTER “CLANGING” THE ASSEMBLED GUESTS TO ATTENTION, GESTURING TOWARD BRIAN]  A QUARTER OF A CENTURY, MAN!  [BEAT] A QUARTER OF A DAMNED CENTURY!  THAT’S HOW LONG YOU’VE BEEN STALKING PLANET EARTH, MY BROTHER — DID’JA EVER THINK OF IT THAT WAY — IN TERMS OF CENTURIES?  BUT HERE WE ARE.

[TO THE AUDIENCE] YOU KNOW, THEY SAY THE DIFFERENCE BE-TWEEN MEN AND BOYS IS THE PRICE OF THEIR TOYS.  [OVER YOUR SHOULDER TO BRIAN]  YOU REMEMBER THAT FANCY TOY [BRAND] YOU USED TO TREASURE AS A KID?  [BACK TO AUDIENCE] THAT PROBABLY COST [MOM AND DAD] — WHAT? — 75, 80 DOL-LARS BACK THEN?  I’M GUESSING THE REAL VERSION OF THAT CAR SITTING IN HIS GARAGE RIGHT NOW RUNS TO SOMEWHERE NEAR A THOUSAND TIMES THAT.

SO IF THAT OLD SAYING’S TRUE ABOUT BOYS AND MEN, THEN MY BROTHER, BRIAN, IS MOST CERTAINLY A MAN — AND A VERY SUC-CESSFUL MAN, AT THAT.  HE’S GOT A REAL KOP FAR GESHEFT, A REAL HEAD FOR BUSINESS, AND HE’S ABSOLUTELY MADE THE MOST OF THE GIFTS GOD GAVE HIM — IN JUST A QUARTER OF A CENTURY!  BUT BRIAN’S NOT ONLY A MAN; HE’S ALSO TOTALY A MENSCH, IN THE TRUEST MEANING OF THAT WORD.  HE’S AN ENORMOUSLY CARING AND KIND PERSON, A TRULY GENTLE PERSON . . . AT LEAST WHEN HE WANTS TO BE.  AND HE’S NOT JUST COMPASSIONATE, BUT HE’S ALSO VERY PASSIONATE, AS WELL.  BRIAN IS ONE OF THE MOST SERIOUS AND THE MOST DRIVEN PEOPLE I KNOW — SOMETIMES TOO SERIOUS AND TOO DRIVEN FOR HIS OWN GOOD, I THINK — BUT A SHNORRER HE’S CERTAINLY NOT!  

[BEAT]

YOU KNOW, NOW THAT BRIAN AND I ARE IN OUR MID- TO “UPPER-“ TWENTIES, I SUPPOSE IT’S A BIT ODD FOR ME TO KEEPING THINK-ING OF THAT [GESTURING TOWARD BRIAN] BIG, TALL-DARK-AND-HANDSOME HUNK OF MANHOOD OVER THERE AS MY “BABY” BROTHER.  BUT AS ANY WOMAN KNOWS WHO’S EVER BEEN PROTECTED IN HER LIFE BY A YOUNGER BROTHER, THE BOND BETWEEN THEM IS BOTH SPECIAL AND ENDURING.

THIS DOESN’T MEAN THAT BRIAN AND I ALWAYS GOT ALONG, OF COURSE.  HARDLY!  WE’D FIGHT LIKE CATS AND DOGS!  MAINLY AND MOSTLY BECAUSE HE’D FIND SOME WAY OF ANNOYING ME AND I’D FIND SOME WAY OF GETTING BACK AT HIM.  I KNOCKED HIM OVER THE HEAD ON MORE THAN ON OCCASION, AND ONCE CRACKED ONE OF HIS TEETH IN AN ALTERCATION AT A SWIMMING POOL . . . [TO BRIAN] . . . REMEMBER?

AND OH YES, AND DID I MENTION THAT MY SWEET, ADORABLE, FUN-LOVING LITTLE BROTHER WAS A FIRE-BUG IN HIS YOUNGER YEARS?  YEP, BRIAN SUTTON WAS THE FAMILY PYROMANIAC.  HERE’S JUST A PARTIAL LIST OF ALL THE THINGS, ANIMATE AND INANIMATE, THAT BRIAN — BETWEEN AGES [NO.] AND [NO.] — ATTEMPTED TO SET ON FIRE:  [INSERT LIST HERE].

[TURNING TOWARD YOUR PARENTS]  HONEST TO GO, I DON’T KNOW HOW YOU PUT UP WITH US SOMETIME, MOM AND DAD . . . [BACK TO THE AUDIENCE] THAT’S OUR PARENTS, DAVID AND MILA SUTTON OVER THERE . . . [LEAD AUDIENCE IF SOME APPLAUSE OF RECOGNITION] . . .AND I’M SURE THERE WERE TIMES — MAYBE A LOT OF ‘EM — WHERE BOTH OF YOU REGRETTED YOUR DECISION TO FOREGO CELIBACY AND HAVE CHILDREN.

[bookmark: _GoBack]BUT YOU NOT ONLY GAVE US LIFE — THAT WAS THE EASY PART; YOU ALSO GAVE US A FULL MEASURE OF LOVE, SUPPORT, AND GENTLE GUIDANCE.  YOU NURTURED US AND NOURISHED US AND MADE SURE THAT BRIAN AND WOULD TURN OUT TO BE THE KIND OF OFFSPRING YOU COULD BE PROUD OF.  WE BOTH LOVE YOU SO VERY MUCH, AND WE’RE SO HAPPY THAT YOU COULD BE WITH US TONIGHT.

SO NOW  IF I MAY . . . [RAISING A GLASS OF WHATEVER] . . . I’D LIKE TO PROPOSE A TOAST TO MY BABY BROTHER, BRIAN:  MAY YOUR NEXT QUARTER-CENTURY BE AS FULFILLING AS YOUR FIRST . . . MAY YOU SOON FIND THE WOMAN OF YOUR DREAMS — YOUR BESHERT . . . AND MAY WE ALL REMEMBER THIS NIGHT OF FUN, FAMILY, AND FRIENDSHIP IN GRATITUDE FOR AND YEARS YEARS TO COME.  L’CHAIM!

#  #  #
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