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Welcome Everyone,
Today is a special day for our graduates. All of you have worked long and hard to make it to today. You have studied, practiced and sacrificed to reach this point. Many of you thought you wouldn’t get this far but you did. You should be very proud of your accomplishments. We as your parents are very proud of you and what you have done. Some of you have your future planned well in advance while others have been “winging it”. Some of you are still moving forward with your future plans while others made a mid school shift to a new and exciting direction. It doesn’t matter which; you will succeed because you have the willingness, perseverance and tenacity to succeed. 
As your parents we have many times sat on the sidelines wishing we could help you, wanting to help you, knowing what help you needed, but at the same time knowing that you needed to do certain things on your own to learn the necessary lesson of the circumstance. Each and every time you made us proud as you learned the lessons required of you, sometimes the hard way (said lightly will bring about some laughter, allow a few seconds for it)) but you learned it just the same. 

Learning and growing always has challenges. The greatest challenge can be the sacrifices required of us. We remember when you set aside responsibility to go to a party. We also remember our partying days. There were times we didn’t study or skipped classes. Don’t we parents? (Leave a few seconds here for parent reaction. Say this with a little tongue in cheek or lightness and this will bring some laughter from parents’ memories). But, we got through those times and succeeded and so have you. 

Graduating class of ________________________________ (name of school or program), we salute you and give you our best wishes as you leave this challenge and move on to the next season of your lives. 
Thank you.

