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Tinubu Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16327]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Mrs. Bola Tinubu honoring her husband, Wale, on the occasion of his 50th birthday celebration.

YOU KNOW, AS I WAS THINKING ABOUT WHAT I’D SAY AT THIS MOMENTOUS MARKER IN WALE’S LIFE — [TO WALE] HALF A CENTURY, MY DEAR HUSBAND, HALF A CENTURY! — I WONDERED WHAT IT WOULD BE LIKE IF I WENT ONTO ONE OF THOSE INTER-NET DATING WEBSITES AND PRETENDED TO LOOK FOR A SOUL-MATE WHO MATCHED WALE’S BACKGROUND AND CHARACTER-ISTICS.  I DECIDED ON E-HARMONY, AND HERE’S WHAT I ENTERED UNDER THE SECTION FOR WHAT I WAS LOOKING FOR IN A HUSBAND [HOLD UP A PIECE OF PAPER, AS IF READING FROM IT]:

FIRST OF ALL, HE MUST BE AN EXTREMELY ROMANTIC PERSON.  HE CAN BE A VERY SERIOUS PERSON, BUT HE MUST BE ROMAN-TIC!

HE SHOULD OF COURSE BE VERY HANDSOME AND HE MUST BE IN GREAT SHAPE.
HE MUST ABSOLUTELY ADORE CHILDREN AND WANT A LARGE FAMILY.  HE MUST BE AN ABSOLUTELY WONDERFUL FATHER, AS WELL AND A TOTALLY DEVOTED HUSBAND WHO WILL SUPPORT ME UNWAVERINGLY IN ACHIEVING MY OWN GOALS IN LIFE.

HE MUST BE AN ETERNAL OPTIMIST, WITH AN ENDURING FAITH IN THE POSSIBILITY OF A BETTER FUTURE FOR MANKIND.

HE MUST BE AN EXTREMELY RESPONSIBLE AND HARD-WORKING PERSON.  IDEALLY, HE WILL BE A SUCCESSFUL BUSINESSMAN, PREFERABLY ONE WHO HAS ACHIEVED C.E.O. STATUS AND HAS NEGOTIATED SOME OF THE LARGEST CORPORATE DEALS IN NIGERIA.

HE MUST ALSO BE A DOER AND NOT A TALKER.  WORKAHOLICS MAY FEEL FREE TO APPLY, AS LONG AS YOU’RE ABLE TO MAINTAIN A VERY HEALTHY WORK-LIFE BALANCE.

HE MUST ALSO BE A SENSITIVE AND OPEN-MINDED LISTENER, SOMEONE WHO INSPIRES BY HIS INTELLECT AND LEADS BY HIS EXAMPLE.

OH YES . . . HE ALSO MUST BE AN ACCOMPLISHED RUNNER AND SWIMMER WHO LOVES LISTENING TO MUSIC.  HE MUST ALSO HAVE A GREAT SENSE OF HUMOR, BOTH ABOUT THE WORLD AND ABOUT HIMSELF.

FINALLY, I’M LOOKING FOR A HUSBAND WHO’LL BE IN IT FOR THE LONG HAUL, THROUGH GOOD TIMES AND BAD, AND A MAN WHO TELLS ME EVERY DAY HOW MUCH I AM LOVED.

[PAUSE, WHILE PUTTING THE PAPER DOWN]

SO I HIT “SUBMIT PROFILE,” AND ALMOST IMMEDIATELY I GOT A BRIGHTLY FLASHING ERROR MESSAGE SAYING:  “NO SUCH MAN EXISTS!  [PAUSE FOR LAUGH, HOPEFULLY]  PLEASE TRY AGAIN.”

WELL, MR. E-HARMONY-DOT-COM, I’M HERE TO TELL YOU THAT SUCH A MAN MOST CERTAINLY DOES EXIST, AND HE IS — TO MY ETERNAL JOY AND COMFORT — MY HUSBAND, WALE.

NO . . . I DIDN’T REALLY JOIN E-HARMONY, BUT I THOUGHT THIS WAS A KIND OF NEAT WAY TO SUM UP HOW I FEEL ABOUT HIS WONDERFUL MAN — THOUGH I RATHER THINK MOST OF YOU ALREADY KNOW THIS BY NOW.  HE IS MY LOVE, MY PARTNER, MY ADVISOR, MY SOULMATE, MY ROCK.

[bookmark: _GoBack]AND SO, MY DEAR HUSBAND, I WISH YOU THE VERY HAPPIEST OF HAPPY BIRTHDAYS TONIGHT.  MAY YOU HAVE MANY, MANY MANY MORE OF THEM, AND MAY I BE THERE TO CELE-BRATE EACH AND EVERY ONE OF THEM WITH YOU.

I LOVE YOU, MY DEAR, WITH ALL MY HEART!
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