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Tomasello Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16027]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Mr. Lou Tomasello upon receiving the 2017 Construction En-gineer of the Year Award from the New Jersey Professionals in Construc-tion.

[TO GERARD] THANKS, GERARD, FOR THOSE VERY KIND WORDS OF INTRODUCTION.  I MUST SAY, I’M A LITTLE SURPRISED THAT YOU DIDN’T CHOOSE TO MENTION MY HABIT OF CONSUMING SEV-ERAL BEAN BURRITOS AT 6 O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING, AND HOW MY COLLECTION OF HOT SAUCES STUNK UP THE WHOLE OFFICE.

[AFTER THE CHUCKLE, IF THERE IS ONE, TO THE AUDIENCE]  LADIES AND GENTLEMEN . . .FRIENDS AND FAMILY . . .FELLOW WORK-ERS . . . AND RESPECTED COLLEAGUES:

I’M ENORMOUSLY HONORED AND TRULY HUMBLED THAT MY PEERS IN NEW JERSEY’S CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY HAVE SE-LECTED ME TO RECEIVE THE 2017 BONHAG AWARD.  THE LIST OF PAST WINNERS OF THIS AWARD IS TRULY LUMINOUS — A VERI-TALBE “WHO’S WHO” OF NEW JERSEY’S CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY — AND FOR ME TO NOW BE INCLUDED ON THAT LIST IS CERTAINLY ONE OF THE GREATEST HIGHLIGHTS AND MOST HUMBLING EXPER-IENCES OF MY PROFESSIONAL CAREER.

AS MOST OF YOU KNOW, I’VE BEEN IN THE CONSTRUCTION INDUS-TRY FOR MORE THAN A QUARTER CENTURY — [AS AN ASIDE] JEEZ! [OR DAMN!] HAS IT REALLY BEEN THAT LONG?!? — AND DURING THAT TIME, I’VE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK WITH A WHOLE LOT OF REALLY WONDERFUL PEOPLE.  I DON’T THINK ANY OF US GETS VERY FAR IN THIS LIFE, OR IN ANY PROFESSION, WITHOUT A TON OF HELP FROM OTHERS.  THIS IS CERTAINLY TRUE IN MY CASE, AND SO THIS EVENING I’D LIKE TO TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE PEOPLE WHO’VE MEANT THE MOST TO ME, PERSONALLY AND PROFESSIONALLY OVER THIS LAST QUART-ER-CENTURY.

NOW, I HOPE YOU’LL BE JUST A LITTLE PATIENT WITH ME HERE, BECAUSE MY LIST OF VIPs IS A BIT LONG.  AND IT BEGINS WITH MY WONDERFUL WIFE AND MY DEAR CHILDREN.  REBECCA IS THE MOST SELFLESS, CARING, AND GIVING PERSON I’VE EVER KNOWN.  WITHOUT HER SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT, I COULD NEVER HAVE HAD THE WONDERFULLY FULFILLING CAREER THAT I’VE EN-JOYED.  SHE’S BEEN A ROCK FOR ME, AND FOR SO MANY OTHER PEOPLE IN HER LIFE.  SHE’S ALSO ONE OF THE MOST NURTURING AND SENSITIVE MOTHERS I’VE EVER KNOWN, AND I KNOW THAT DANIELLE AND LAUREN BOTH FEEL DAMN LUCKY THAT I HAD THE GREAT GOOD SENSE TO MARRY THIS WONDERFUL WOMAN SOME 18 YEARS AGO.  [TO REBECCA]  THANK YOU, [MY] DEAR, FOR ALL THE LOVE AND SUP-PORT YOU’VE GIVEN ME OVER THE YEARS.  THERE’S NO WAY I COULD’VE BECOME A BONHAG-AWARD WINNER WITHOUT YOUR HELPING HAND.

DANIELLE AND LAUREN ARE THE MOST WONDERFUL DAUGHTERS A DAD COULD EVER ASK FOR.  IT LOOKS LIKE DANIELLE’S LEANING TOWARD BECOMING A NURSE; AND LAUREN’S A TERRIFIC ARTIST, WHO’S ALSO GOT A BIT OF A MECHANICAL MIND, SO IT’S ENTIRELY POSIBLE THAT SHE MIGHT END UP FOLOWING IN HER OLD MAN’S FOOT-STEPS AND BECOME AN ENGINEER.  [TO YOUR KIDS]  DAN-IELLE AND LAUREN:  YOUR LOVE AND SUPPORT HAS MEANT THE WORLD TO ME, AND I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT EVERYTHING I DO, I DO FOR YOU.  I WANT YOU KIDS TO HAVE THINGS THAT I DIDN’T HAVE WHEN I WAS GROWING UP, AND I HOPE I’VE DONE AT LEAST A DECENT JOB OF RAISING YOU, TEACHING YOU THE VALUE OF HARD WORK, AND BEING A GOOD ROLE MODEL FOR YOU AS YOU ADVANCE IN YOUR OWN CAREERS, WHATEVER THOSE MIGHT END UP BEING.

OF COURSE, I WOULDN’T BE HERE AT ALL THIS EVENING IF IT WEREN’T FOR [THE WONDERFULLY LOVING CHILDHOOD PROVIDED BY] MY MOM AND DAD.  I ONLY WISH THAT MOTHER COULD BE HERE WITH ME THIS EVENING, BECAUSE I KNOW SHE’D BE ENORM-OUSLY PROUD.

NEXT TO MY FAMILY, I MUST THANK GERARD AND NICKI BURDI, OWNERS OF THE UNION PAVING & CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, WHO’RE TWO OF THE HARDEST WORKING MEN — AND GREATEST BOSSES — YOU’D EVER WANT TO MEET.  THE TREMENDOUS SUC-CESS UPC’S ENJOYED SINCE [YEAR], WHEN THEY FIRST BOUGHT [TOOK OVER] THE FIRM, IS DUE LARGELY TO THEIR HARD WORK AND THEIR DEDICATION TO EXCELLENCE.  [TO THE BURDIS]  I’M TRULY GRATEFUL, GUYS, FOR YOUR HAVING BROUGHT ME INTO THE FIRM IN [YEAR OF HIRE], AND — MOST IMPORTANTLY — FOR HAVING THE CONFIDENCE IN ME TO TRUST ME WITH SOME OF OUR COMPANY’S LARGEST AND MOST TECHNICALLY COMPLEX PRO-JECTS.

YOU’VE ASSEMBLED A WONDERFUL GROUP OF TOP-NOTCH PRO-FESSIONALS AT UPC, MANY OF WHOM, I’M HAPPY TO SAY, HAVE BECOME NOT JUST COWORKERS, BUT DEAR FRIENDS.  I’M BLESS-ED BEYOND MEASURE THAT I CAN COUNT DAN LEMMON, MKE WAT-ERS, AND NICK CAPORUSSO AS MY BUDDIES.  [TO THAT GROUP]  I’M SURE YOU REMEMBER ALL OUR AC[?] TRIPS TOGETHER . . . ALL THOSE DINNERS AT CHEF VOLA’S WITH THEIR HUGE BOWLS OF RAVIOLI . . . THOSE METAL SHOWS AT THE STARLAND BALLROOM . . . THAT TIME I GOT BONKED ON THE HEAD IN A MOSH PIT . . THE WEEKEND RIDES OF THE INFAMOUS “555” MOUNTAIN-BIKE CLUB:  GREAT TIMES THAT I’LL CHERISH FOREVER, AND I’M SO GLAD YOU WERE ALL ABLE BE HERE THIS EVENING.

AS SECRETARY OF THE NJPEC, I OWE A DEBT THANKS AND GRATITUDE TO JOE GRIFFIN, WHO FIRST BROUGHT INTO THE ORGANI-ZATION, AND ALSO TO SERGIO CUOTO AND DAN HEALEY; THEY’VE BEEN AN ABSOLUTE JOY TO WORK WITH, AND I TREASURE MY RE-LATIONSHIP WITH ALL OF THEM, AS I DO THE FRIENDSHIPS I’VE FORGED WITH MKE MARKS, JOHN CLEARWATER, AND VITTORIA COLLINS — TERRIFIC PEOPLE, ONE AND ALL.

I ALSO MUST THANK — WITH SINCERE GRATITUDE — [NAMES] MARUCCI, WHO GAVE ME MY FIRST ENGINEERING JOB BACK IN [YEAR].  IT WAS A LEAP OF FAITH, WHICH GOT ME STARTED ON A CAREER THAT, EVER SINCE, HAS BEEN FILLED WITH GREAT CHAL-LENGES, GREAT PROJECTS, AND, I THINK, SOME NOTABLE SUC-CESSES.

ONE OF THESE SUCCESSES THAT WAS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT TO ME INVOLVED THE DEMOLITION OF [CITY]’S ROUTE 21 VIADUCT AT BROADSTREET.  THE TASK INVOLVED THE REMOVAL OF SEV-ERAL GIRDERS AND OTHER STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS, BUT THE PROBLEM WAS FIGURING OUT WHERE TO SITUATE THE MANITWOC CRANE THAT WOULD DO THE HEAVY LIFTING.  THERE WEREN’T A LOT OF OPTIONS, SO OUR FIRST THOUGHT WAS TO DRIVE THE CRANE ONTO THE NEWLY-CONSTRUCTED BROADSTREET RAMP AND WORK THE DEMOLITION FROM THERE.

I CAN’T TELL YOU TO THIS DAY WHY I DECIDED TO CHECK THE LOAD-BEARING CAPACITY OF THE BEARINGS OF THAT RAMP BUT I DID.  AND WHAT I DISCOVERED, AFTER MUCH CALCULATING AND RECALCULATING, SENT A CHILL UP MY SPINE.  REMEMBERING — AS MOST CIVIL [MECHANICAL] ENGINEERS DO TO THIS DAY — THE HORRIFIC TRAGEDY OF THE HYATT-REGENCY’S WALKWAY COL-LAPSE IN KANSAS CITY BACK IN 1981, I TOOK MY FINDINGS TO GER-ARD.

AFTER REVIEWING THE NUMBERS, HE AGREED WITH ME THAT THE APPROACH WE’D BEEN CONTEMPLATING JUST WOULD-N’T WORK.  THE NUMBERS SHOWED, UNEQUIVOCALLY, THAT  RAMP’S BEAR-INGS WOULD’VE BEEN AT LEAST 400% OVERSTRESSED HAD WE PUT THE CRANE WHERE WE’D PLANNED.  AS IT TURNED OUT, THE DEMO JOB WAS ORIGINALLY DESIGNED IN ENGLISH UNITS BUT WAS BID OUT IN METRICS, AND NO ONE HAD BOTHERED TO CONVERT POUNDS TO NEWTONS.

ONE POTENTIAL TRAGEDY AVERTED — AND AS AN ADDED BONUS, WE GOT A SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE ORDER FROM [NAME OF CLIENT/ CUSTOMER] TO REPLACE A PORTION OF THE RAMP’S BEARINGS.  I’VE GOTTA TELL YOU:  THERE’RE ARE TIMES, LIKE THIS ONE, WHEN I’M JUST DAMNED PROUD TO BE CIVIL ENGINEER.

[bookmark: _GoBack]WELL . . . I THINK I’VE TALKED LONG ENOUGH BY NOW, SO I’LL SIMPLY ASK THOSE WHOM I SHOULD’VE THANKED BUT DIDN’T, TO FORGIVE THE OMISSION.  AND WITH A QUICK SHOUT-OUT TO MY DEAR PALS, AND MIKE AND DI CINGARI; TO MY SISTER, LUCY, AND HER HUSBAND JOE; AND TO MY COUSINS ANTHONY AND THEIR WIVES — [NAME] AND [NAME] RESPECTIVELY:  THANKS FOR BEING HERE.  I MEANS THE WORLD TO ME THAT YOU WERE ABLE TO JOIN ME AT THIS HAPPY OCCASION.

MY THANKS TO YOU ALL FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART, AND ESPECIALLY TO THE MEMBERS OF THE NJPEC FOR BESTOWING THIS WONDERFUL HONOR ON ME.  NOW LET’S ALL ENJOY THE REST OF THIS EVENING’S FESTIVITIES.

THANK YOU.
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