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Remarks by Deborah Turner at the commencement of the 2016 graduating seniors who are members of the [name of church].


IT IS A GREAT HONOR AND WONDERFUL PRIVILEGE FOR ME TO HAVE THIS CHANCE TO SPEAK WITH YOU TODAY — ALL YOU GRADUATES FROM THE CLASS OF 2016!  AND I HAVE GOOD NEWS AND BAD NEWS FOR YOU THIS [MORNING/AFTERNOON/EVENING].

THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT NOW — WHETHER YOU’VE JUST FINISHED HIGH SCHOOL OR GRADUATED FROM COLLEGE — YOU’RE ADULTS.  YOU’VE GOT YOUR WHOLE LIFE AHEAD OF YOU, A CLEAN SLATE UPON WHICH YOU’LL NOW WRITE THE NEXT CHAPTERS OF YOUR LIVES.  HOPEFULLY, YOU’VE BEEN EQUIPPED WITH THE TOOLS AND FACULTIES AND INSPIRATION TO MAKE THE MOST OF THOSE CHAPTERS AND THE MOST OF THE REST OF YOUR LIVES.

NOW THE BAD NEWS . . . AND THE BAD NEWS IS THAT YOU’RE ADULTS, WITH YOUR WHOLE LIFE AHEAD OF YOU, AND IT’S NOW ENTIRELY UP TO YOU TO DECIDE WHAT THE PURPOSE OF THAT LIFE WILL BE.  THIS IS WHAT I WANT TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT THIS [MORNING/AFTERNOON/ EVENING]:  FINDING A PURPOSE FOR YOUR LIFE.  AND LET ME BE ABSOLUTELY CLEAR ABOUT THIS:  THE PURPOSE OF YOUR LIFE ISN’T 

GOING TO FIND YOU.  YOU’VE GOT TO FIND IT.  YOU’VE GOT TO THINK ABOUT IT, DEFINE IT, AND THEN PURSUE IT WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND ALL YOUR SOUL.  NOBODY’S GONNA DO THIS FOR YOU . . . NOBODY CAN DO THIS FOR YOU.

YES . . . FOR A GOOD LONG WHILE, YOUR PARENTS AND YOUR TEACHERS AND YOUR MINISTERS AND OTHER MEMBERS OF YOUR FAMILY CALLED THE SHOTS.  THAT WAS THEIR RESPONSIBILITY, AND IT REMAINED THEIR RESPONSIBILITY UNTIL THAT GLORIOUS MOMENT YOU TURNED 18.  NOW IT’S YOUR JOB, AND NOW IT’S TIME FOR YOU TO START PLANNING SERIOUSLY FOR YOUR FUTURE AND TO THINK DEEPLY ABOUT WHERE TO STEER THE PATHWAY OF YOUR LIFE.  THIS [MORNING/AFTERNOON/EVENING], I’D LIKE TO TALK ABOUT ONE OF THE MANY PATHWAYS YOU MIGHT CHOOSE.  IT’S NOT THE ONLY PATHWAY, BY ANY MEANS; AND IT MIGHT NOT BE THE PATHWAY THAT ALL OF YOU MIGHT CHOOSE.  BUT I CAN TELL YOU THIS:  YOU COULD DO A LOT WORSE.

THE LIFE PATH THAT I’D LIKE YOU TO CONSIDER IS, FOR ME, SUMMED UP PERFECTLY BY AN ANCIENT HEBREW SCHOOLAR BORN MORE THAN A HUNDRED YEARS BEFORE THE BIRTH OF JESUS.  HIS NAME WAS HILLEL [pronounced HILL-el], AND IN ONE OF HIS MOST FAMOUS 

TEACHINGS, HE ASKED THREE VERY SIMPLE QUESTIONS TO GET HIS STUDENTS TO THINK ABOUT THE MEANING AND PUPRPOSE OF THEIR LIVES.  I’D LIKE TO SHARE THESE THREE QUESTIONS WITH YOU THIS [MORNING/AFTERNOON/EVENING], AND I WANT YOU THINK ABOUT HOW YOU WOULD ANSWER THEM.  

SO, I’LL START WITH HILLEL’S FIRST QUESTION, WHICH IS THIS:  “IF I AM NOT FOR MYSELF, WHO WILL BE FOR ME?”

NOW WHAT DO YOU SUPPOSE HE MEANT BY THIS QUESTION?  IT’S VERY SIMPLE.  BY ASKING THIS QUESTION HE WAS POINTING OUT THE TRUTH THAT — ONCE WE BECOME ADULTS, ONCE WE LEAVE HOME AND THE GUIDANCE AND PROTECTION OF OUR FAMILIES — THERE’S ABSOLUTELY NOBODY ON THE PLANET ANY MORE WHO’S LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR OUR SAFETY, OUR WELL-BEING, OUR PROSPERITY, AND SO ON.  THIS IS YOUR JOB NOW.  IF YOU DON’T LOOK OUT FOR “NUMBER ONE,” THEN WHO WILL?  WHAT HILLEL IS IMPLYING IS THAT THE ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION IS THAT  NO ONE  WILL.  IT’S YOUR JOB NOW, AND NOBODY ELSE’S.




NOW THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT.  FOR THIS QUESTION REPRESENTS THE LEAP YOU MUST TAKE FROM THE SAFETY AND SUPPORT OF CHILDHOOD TO A STATE OF SELF-RELIANCE, OF BEING MORE OR LESS COMPLETELY ON YOUR OWN, OF BECOMING THE “MASTER OF YOUR FATE AND THE CAPTAIN OF YOUR SOUL.”  THIS IS A BIG LEAP FOR SOME; FOR OTHERS MAYBE NOT SO BIG AT THIS POINT.  BUT IT’S PROBABLY THE MOST IMPORTANT LEAP ANYONE EVER TAKES IN THIS LIFE WHEN, TO PARAPHREASE 1 CORINTHIANS, CHAPTER 13 VERSE 12, IT’S TIME NOW TO “BECOME A MAN AND PUT AWAY CHILDISH THINGS.”

SO HILLEL’S FIRST QUESTION TELLS US THAT THERE REALLY ISN’T ANYONE OUT THERE “FOR US” EXCEPT OURSELVES, WHICH IS TRUE ENOUGH.  BUT THERE’S A DEEPER IMPLICATION TO THIS OBSERVATION, AND THAT IS THAT WE’VE GOT TO BE THE BEST “SELVES” THAT WE CAN BE.  WE’VE GOT TO TAKE OF OURSELVES.  WE’VE GOT TO TAKE CARE OF OUR BODIES.  WE’VE GOT TO MANAGE OUR FINANCES.  WE’VE GOT TO MAXIMIZE OUR OWN INNER POTENTIAL.  WE’VE GOT TO CHERISH AND CELEBRATE, THROUGH BOTH WORDS AND DEEDS,  THE GIFT OF LIFE AND LOVE THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US.




NOW, I CAN UNDERSTAND HOW THIS MIGHT STRIKE SOME OF YOU AS SELFISH, SELF-CENTERED, AND PERHAPS EVEN A BIT EGOTISTICAL.  SO LET ME HASTEN TO HILLEL’S SECOND QUESTION, AND THAT IS:  “IF I AM FOR MYSELF ALONE, WHAT AM I?”

THE IMPLICATIONS OF THIS QUESTION ARE PRETTY CLEAR, AREN’T THEY . . . ?  FOR WHAT HILLEL IS SAYING IS THAT JUST LOOKING OUT FOR “NUMBER ONE” ISN’T GOOD ENOUGH.  IF THAT’S ALL YOU SPEND YOUR TIME AND ENERGY DOING — LOOKING OUT ONLY FOR YOURSELF — THEN IT’S NOT MUCH OF A LIFE.

“IF I AM FOR MYSELF ALONE, THEN WHAT AM I?”  WHAT HILLEL WOULD SAY IN ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION IS:  NOT MUCH — AT LEAST, NOT MUCH IN THE EYES OF GOD.  TRUE . . . HILLEL’S FIRST COMMANDMENT TO US IS THAT WE MUST TAKE CARE OF OURSELVES AND LOOK OUT FOR OURSELVES.  BUT THIS, SAYS HILLEL, IS NOT THE REASON WE WERE PUT ON THIS EARTH.  THE REASON EACH OF US WAS PUT ON THIS EARTH IS TO HELP OTHERS, TO ALLEVIATE THE SUFFERING OF OTHERS, TO HELP OTHERS MAXIMIZE THEIR POTENTIAL IN LIFE.  IT IS TO SERVE THE UNSERVED, TO HELP THE HELPLESS, AND GIVE HOPE TO THE HOPELESS.  IT IS TO FEED THE HUNGRY AND CLOTHE THE NAKED


AND HEAL THE SICK — IN SHORT, TO HELP GOD DO HIS WORK HERE ON EARTH.  FOR AS JESUS SAID, “WHATEVER YOU DO FOR THE LEAST OF MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS, YOU DO FOR ME.”

THAT’S WHY WE’RE HERE.  NOT TO MAKE AS MUCH MONEY AS WE CAN OR TO HAVE SEX WITH AS MANY PARTNERS AS WE CAN OR TO ACQUIRE AS MUCH MATERIAL WEALTH AS WE CAN.  NO.  THAT’S NOT ENOUGH.  FOR UNLESS OUR LIVES HAVE A PURPOSE GREATER THAN OURSELVES, UNLESS WE DEDICATE OUR LIVES TO HELPING OTHERS, OUR LIVES TRULY HAVE VERY LITTLE MEANING.  THIS IS WHAT HILLEL MEANS WHEN HE ASKS, “IF I AM FOR MYSELF ALONE, WHAT AM I?”

WHICH BRINGS ME NOW TO HIS THIRD QUESTION, THE SHORTEST AND PERHAPS MOST MEANINGFUL ONE OF THE THREE.

AND JUST WHAT DO YOU SUPPOSE HILLEL’S THIRD QUESTION IS?  NUMBER ONE, YOU REMEMBER, ASKS WHO’S GOING TO LOOK AFTER MY HAPPINESS AND WELL-BEING IF NOT FOR ME?  NUMBER TWO ASKS, IF ALL I’M DOING IS LOOKING OUT FOR MYSELF, THEN WHAT KIND OF PERSON AM I?  AND HILLEL’S THIRD QUESTION ASKS, VERY SIMPLY:  “IF NOT NOW, WHEN?”


“IF NOT NOW, WHEN?”  WHAT A PROFOUND QUESTION THIS IS!  SHORT, SWEET AND TO THE POINT.  AND OF COURSE THE REAL POINT IS:  IF YOU WANT TO DEDICATE YOURSELF TO LIVING A HELPFUL AND GODLY LIFE . . . IF YOU DEFINE A PURPOSE FOR YOUR LIFE THAT’S GREATER THAN YOURSELF . . . IF YOU TRULY UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE AND MEANING OF HILLEL’S FIRST TWO QUESTIONS . . . THEN I WOULD ONLY ASK YOU THIS:  WHAT THE HELL [HECK] ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

GET CRACKING!  START PLANNING!  EXPLORE ALL THE OPPORTUNITIES THERE ARE OUT THERE FOR YOU — NOT ONLY IN AMERICA, BUT AROUND THE WORLD — TO BE HELPFUL, TO BE USEFUL, TO WIN SOME VICTORY FOR MANKIND.  FIGURE OUT HOW THE PARTICULAR TALENTS AND ABILITIES GOD HAS GIVEN YOU CAN BE PUT TO THE PURPOSE OF HELPING OTHERS.  IS IT THROUGH JOINING A RELIGIOUS MINISTRY SOMEWHERE?  PERHAPS.  IS IT BY BECOMING A SCIENTIST AND SEARCHING FOR THE CURE FOR CANCER.  ABSOLUTELY.  IS IT BECOMING A TEACHER OR A NURSE OR A DOCTOR OR A POLICEMAN OR A FIREMAN OR A SOLIDER?  OF COURSE!  WHAT GREATER PURPOSE IS THERE THAN SERVING ONE’S COMMUNITY AND BEING OF HELP AND COMFORT TO THOSE IN NEED?



[bookmark: _GoBack]I FERVANTLY HOPE THAT AT LEAST SOME OF YOU WILL TAKE MY CHALLENGE TO HEART AND WILL BEGIN PLANNING, NOW, FOR A LIFE OF CHARITY, A LIFE OF GIVING OF YOURSELF, A LIFE OF SERVICE TO YOUR FELLOW MAN.  FOR THIS IS GOD’S TRUE PURPOSE FOR YOU.  PLEASE DON’T LET HIM DOWN.

THANK YOU.


#  #  #
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