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Velasquez Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16409]
____________________________________________________________
Best Man speech by Mr. Rene Velasquez on the occasion of the marriage of his nephew, Alberto.

[AFTER “CLANGING” THE ASSEMBLED GUESTS TO ATTENTION] WELL, THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH FOR BEING HERE WITH US THIS EVENING TO SHARE THE JOY OF ALBERTO’S AND PEPNA’S WEDDING.  I’M SO GRATEUL TO ALL OF YOU FOR JOINING US AT THIS HAPPY EVENT.  [TO ALBERTO AND DANETTE, PENA’S PARENTS]:  DANETTE AND ALBERTO, I’M SURE YOU’RE BOTH AS PROUD OF YOUR “GROW-ED”-UP LITTLE GIRL, PENA, AS [YOUR WIFE’S NAME] AND I ARE OF ALBERTO, OUR SON THE LAWYER!  PENA IS EVERY BIT AS BEAUTIFUL ON THE INSIDE AS SHE IS ON THE OUTSIDE.  YOU’VE RAISED A WONDERFULLY BRIGHT, LOVING, AND RESPECTFUL DAUGHTER, ALBERTO AND DANETTE, AND I’M SO VERY GLAD THAT SHE’S NOW A MEMBER OF THE OUR BRANCH OF THE VELASQUEZ FAMILY, AS WELL.


NOW, ALBERTO’S ASKED ME TO GIVE A LITTLE SPEECH TONIGHT AS HIS BEST MAN, AND WHILE I DIDN’T HESITATE ONE SECOND TO ACCEPT THIS HONOR, I WAS A LITTLE AT SIXES AND SEVENS AS TO WHICH ROLE I SHOULD ASSUME IN CRAFTING MY REMARKS.

FOR AS YOU KNOW, I’M BOTH [ALBERTO’S NICK NAME] UNCLE, HIS GOD-FATHER, OFTEN HIS CONFIDANT, AND — AT LEAST FOR TONIGHT — HIS BEST MAN.  I LOVE WEARING THOSE FIRST THREE HATS, BELIEVE ME, BECAUSE ALBERTO’S BEEN LIKE A SON TO ME, AND A BLESSING IN MY LIFE.  AS FOR THE BEST MAN HAT . . . WELL I CAN’T WAIT TO GET FINISHED WITH MY SPEECH AND GRAB ME A BEER — ACTUALLY, A COUPLE OF ‘EM, IF YOU WANNA KNOW THE TRUTH!

WHAT CAN I SAY ABOUT MY BRILLIANT NEPHEW, ALBERTO?  YOU ALL PROBABLY KNOW THAT HE’S A NEWLY-MINTED LAWYER, WHO STARTED HIS OWN FIRM IN [MONTH OR YEAR].  AND THE TIMING COULDN’T HAVE BEEN MORE BRILLIANT.  FOR NOT [NUMBER OF MONTHS/YEARS] AFTER HE’D’ HUNG OUT HIS SHINGLE, I WAS INVOLVED IN A CAR ACCIDENT AND WAS [SEVERLY/ SERIOUSLY?] INJURED.  HE DID A WONDERFUL, WONDERFUL JOB FOR ME, AND WE WON A [LOVELY/ACCEPTABLE/HARD-WON/SUBSTANTIAL/ETC.] SETTLEMENT.  THE DRIVE AND PERSISTENCE AND PROFESSIONALISM WITH WHICH HE PERSUED MY CASE WAS TOTALLY AWESOME, BUT ALSO TOTALLY CHARACTERISTIC OF ALBERTO.  IT’S THE ONLY WAY HE KNOWS.

[bookmark: _GoBack]YOU KNOW, IT’S STRANGE — IN LIGHT OF HIS GROWING SUCCESS AS A LAWYER, AND HIS OBVIOUS SKILL AT LAWYERING — THAT [ALBERTO’S NICK NAME] DIDN’T START OUT WITH ANY INTEREST IN THE LAW AT ALL.  IN COLLEGE HE STARTED OUT MAJORING IN [SUBJECT], THEN HE SWITCHED TO [NEXT MAJOR], AND AFTER THAT HE CHANGED TO [SUBJECT].  FINALLY, HE DECIDED ON A LAW DEGREE, AND IT WAS DURING THE TIME THAT HE WAS STUDYING FOR THE TEXAS BAR EXAM THAT HE CAME TO LIVE WITH ME, AND I WAS BLESSED TO HAVE HIM UNDER MY ROOF FOR [NO.] [MONTHS/YEARS] UNTIL HE PASSED THE BAR.  AND WHILE IT WAS TRULY A BLESSING TO HAVE HIM WITH ME FOR THOSE FEW YEARS, IN ONE WAY, I WAS KIND OF RELIEVED WHEN HE LEFT, BECAUSE I’VE GOTTA TELL YOU, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THAT BOY CAN EAT LIKE A HORSE — A HORSE, HIS MARE, AND AT LEAST TWO OF THEIR KIDS!  SO I DON’T MIND TELLING YOU THAT I’M GLAD AT LEAST THAT MY MONTHLY FOOD BUDGET’S BACK TO NORMAL!

FACETIOUSLY] NOW, AS ANYBODY WHO KNOWS ME KNOWS, I . . . [CLEAR YOUR THROAT] . . . NEVER GIVE ADVICE THAT ISN’T ASKED FOR.  BUT IN THIS CASE, I SHALL VEER FROM THIS POLICY ONLY TO TELL YOU, ALBERTO AND PENA, THAT THERE ARE TWO SIMPLE KEYS TO A HAPPY AND LONG-LASTING MARRIAGE.  YOU WANNA KNOW WHAT THEY ARE?  GOOD.  I’LL TELL YOU.

THEY ARE, NUMBER ONE, COMMITMENT; AND, NUMBER TWO, HONESTY IN COMMUNICATIONS.  IF YOU REALLY MEANT THOSE SACRED VOWS YOU MADE AT YOUR WEDDING, THEN YOU KNOW THAT NO AMOUNT OF DAY TO DAY TRAVAIL, OR EVEN THE OCCASIONAL CRISES OF LIFE, CAN TEAR TWO PEOPLE APART WHO ARE TRULY IN LOVE WITH EACH AND ARE DEEPLY COMMITTED TO EACH OTHER’S HAPPINESS.  AND I’M SURE I DON’T HAVE TO TELL EITHER OF YOU HOW IMPORTANT HONESTY IS, ESPECIALLY IN YOUR COMMUNICATION WITH EACH OTHER.  AND REMEMBER, ALBERTO, THAT WOMEN TRULY, DEEPLY, AND HONESTLY BELIEVE THAT THE LAST WORD IS THEIR BIRTHRIGHT.  DON’T MESS WITH THAT, SON, FOR YOU’LL DO SO ONLY AT YOUR PERIL.

[TO ALBERTO AND PENA]  ONE DAY, MY DEAR CHILDREN — AND YES, YOU’RE STILL OUR CHILDREN! — YOU SHALL BECOME PARENTS.  AND YOUR CHILDREN WILL GROW UP ALL TOO QUICKLY.  AND BEFORE YOU KNOW IT, YOU’LL BE STANDING AT A TABLE ON A DIAS LIKE THIS ONE, TOASTING YOUR SON OR YOUR DAUGHTER’S NUPTIALS.  THEN AND ONLY THEN WILL YOU BE ABLE TRULY TO APPRECIATE THE JOY, THE GRATITUDE, AND THE LOVE THAT’S FLOWING THROUGH YOUR UNCLE’S VEINS RIGHT NOW.

[TO THE AUDIENCE]:  SO WON’T YOU ALL JOIN ME NOW IN A TOAST TO THE BRIDE ANG GROOM:  [RAISING A GLASS TOWARD THEM]  “ALBERTO AND PENA:  MAY YOUR LOVE BE ADDED, AND MAY IT NEVER BE SUBTRACTED.  MAY YOUR HOUSE-HOLD MULTIPLY AND MAY YOUR HEARTS NEVER BE DIVIDED.  MAY YOUR GRASS ALWAYS BE GREEN AND YOUR SKIES FOREVER BLUE.  AND FINALLY, MAY YOU LIVE AS LONG AS YOU WANT AND NEVER WANT FOR AS LONG AS YOU LIVE.

GOD BLESS YOU BOTH!
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