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Walker Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16618]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Mr. William Walker at the Tricentennial Anniversary celebration of Horsham, PA.

CITIZENS OF HORSHAM, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, AND ALL OF THE SPECIAL GUESTS WHO’RE HERE WITH US THIS EVENING:  ON BEHALF OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCEL OF HORSHAM, PENNSYL-VANIA, I WELCOME YOU TO OUR TRICENTENNIAL GALA CELEBRA-TION, MARKING 300 YEARS OF HISTORY, AND LOOKING FORWARD TO YEARS MORE OF INNOVATION AND PROGRESS.

HOW OFTEN DOES A CITY OR A TOWNSHIP OR ANY MUNICIPALITY GET THE CHANCE TO LITTERALY REDEFINE ITSELF, CREATE A NEW IDENTITY, A NEW IMAGE, AND TRANSFORM ITSELF FROM A SLEEPY “BEDROOM COMMUNITY” INTO A VIBRANT NEW CENTER OF EXCELLENCE FOR INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT, AN INCUBATOR FOR ALL SORTS OF NEW BUSINESS ENTERPRISES, A MODEL OF ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILY, AND A SHINING EXAMPLE OF “GREEN” COMMUNITY PLANNING?

THE ANSWER IS:  DARNED FEW!

AS YOU WELL KNOW, HORSHAM’S BEEN GIVEN THIS UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY WITH THE CLOSING SIX YEARS AGO OF THE WILLOW GROVE NAVAL AIR STATION.  EVEN AS WE GATHER HERE THIS EVENING, THE NAVY’S CONTINUING ITS WORK OF SHUT-TERING THE BASE, CLEARING THE LAND OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION, AND PREPARING TO HAND THIS THOUSAND-ACRE SITE OVER THE HORSHAM LAND REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY.

NOW, MANY TOWNSHIPS WOULD BE DEVASTED BY THE CLOSING OF SO LARGE AND PROMINENT AN INSTALLATION AS WILLOW GROVE, COMPRISING FULLY A TENTH OF ITS TOTAL LAND AREA.  BUT NOT HORSHAM.

WHERE OTHERS MIGHT’VE SEEN CATASTROPHE, WE SEE OPPORTUNITY.  WHERE OTHERS MIGHT’VE VIEWED ALL THE SOON-TO-BE EMPTY LAND AS A PINK ELEPHANT, WE’VE CHOSEN TO VIEW IT AS A CLEAN SLATE UPON WHICH TO WRITE THE FUTURE OF OUR TOWNSHIP IN OUR OWN TERMS, ACCORDING TO OUR OWN LIGHTS AND OUR OWN DREAMS.  AND IT’S BECAUSE OF THIS UNPRECENTED OPPORTUNITY, I THINK IT’S SAFE TO SAY THAT THIS IS GOING TO BE WITHOUT A DOUBT THE MOST DRAMATIC AND HOPEFUL TIME IN OUR TOWNSHIP’S 300-YEAR HISTORY, AND I FOR ONE AM ENORMOUSLY EXCITED ABOUT BEING INVOLVED IN THIS RENAISSANCE.

I KNOW THAT OUR TOWNSHIP COUNCEL SHARES THIS SAME EXCITEMENT FOR WHAT OUR FUTURE HOLDS IN STORE.  AND I’M SURE THEY’RE LOOKING FORWARD AS MUCH AS I AM TO BEING A PART OF IT.  SO LET ME TAKE A MOMENT NOW TO INTRODUCE THE MEMBERS OF OUR TOWNSHIP COUNCIL, TO BOTH ACKNOWLEDGE AND THANK THEM FOR THEIR VISION AND THEIR LEADERSHIP.  IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER, THEY ARE [ADD TITLES IF YOU WISH]:  TOM JOHNSON, MARK MCCOUCH, GREGORY NESBITT, DEBORAH TUSTIN, AND WILLIAM WHITESIDE.

[bookmark: _GoBack]IN CLOSING, I ALSO WANT TO THANK THE DOZENS AND DOZENS OF INDIVIDUALS, BUSINESSES, AND ORGANIZATIONS WHO, THROUGH THEIR DEDICATION OF TIME AND THEIR FINANCIAL SUPPORT, HAVE MADE THIS TRICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION SUCH A WONDERFULLY SUCCESS.

[INTRODUCE THE NEXT SPEAKER OR EVENT.]
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