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Walker Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16644]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Township Manager William Walker at Horsham Township’s an-nual Project Blue Light ceremony.

[IF YOU’VE BEEN INTRODUCED BY SOMEONE:]  THANK YOU, [NAME OF INTRODUCER].

YOU KNOW, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, AS WE STAND HERE THIS [MORNING/AFTERNOON/EVENING] IN THE GLOW OF THE THOUSAND BLUE LIGHTS DECORATING THIS TREE OF REMEM-BRANCE, IT’S HARD NOT TO BE UPLIFTED BY THE BEAUTY AND JOY OF THE HOLIDAY SEASON NOW UPON US.  BUT THERE’S A TOUCH OF SADNESS IMBEDDED IN THAT JOY, AS WELL, REPRESENTED BY THOSE 28 LITTLE WHITE LIGHTS YOU SEE SPARKLING OUT FROM ALL THE BLUE.

FOR EACH OF THESE WHITE LIGHTS REPRESENTS A PASSING, THE DEATH OF A MONTGOMERY COUNTY POLICE OFFICER KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY.  A DEATH THAT REMINDS US OF THE BRAVERY AND COURAGE OF ALL THE DEDICATED MEN [AND WOMEN?] WHO HAVE GIVEN THEIR LIVES IN SERVICE TO THEIR COMMUNITY.
LIKE ALL THEIR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN POLICE DEPARTMENTS THROUGHOUT THE LAND, THESE OFFICERS WEREN’T CONSCRIPTED.  THEY WEREN’T SELECTED BY SOME NAMELESS DRAFT BOARD SOMEWHERE AND TOLD THAT THEY’D HAVE TO PUT THEIR LIVES ON THE LINE EACH AND EVERY TIME THEY PUT THEIR UNIFORMS ON AND REPORTED FOR DUTY.

NO . . . THEY WERE VOLUNTEERS.  THEY CHOSE, WITH OPEN EYES, TO ENTER A PROFESSION THAT WOULD PUT THEM IN HARM’S WAY EVERY DAY, KNOWING THAT THE SHIELD THEY WORE COULD SOMETIMES BECOME A TARGET AS MUCH AS IT WAS A BADGE OF COURAGE.  THEY CHOSE A LIFE OF SERVICE TO OTHERS, AND FOR THIS WE MUST ALL, AND FOREVER, BE PROFOUNDLY GRATEFUL.

[bookmark: _GoBack]SO EVEN AS WE CELEBRATE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON AND RECOGNIZE ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT PROFESSIONALS AROUND THE COUNTRY, I THINK IT’S WHOLLY RIGHT AND PROPER FOR US TAKE A MOMENT TO REFLECT ON THE SACRIFICES MADE BY THE 28 BRAVE MEN [AND WOMEN] WHO WE’RE REMEMBERING TODAY, AND WHO, IN THE WORDS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN, “GAVE THE LAST FULL MEASURE OF DEVOTION.”  [IF NOBODY ELSE ON THE PRO-GRAM IS SLATED TO DO THIS:]  SO I HOPE YOU’LL ALL JOIN ME NOW IN BRIEF MOMENT OF QUIET PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING FOR THOSE SELFLESS SOULS WHO WE HONOR TODAY.

THANK YOU.
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