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Weber Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16203]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Mr. Gary Weber upon the marriage of his best friend, Jesse.

[NOTE:  IF THERE’S A BAND, AND IF YOU’RE ABLE TO ARRANGE IT WITH THE DRUMMER, HAVE HIM STAND BY FOR A SIGNAL FROM YOU TO DROP A “RIMSHOT” INTO YOUR SPEECH AT A FEW DESIGNATED PLACES.  AND IF YOU’RE LUCKY ENOUGH TO GET A LAUGH OR CHUCKLE AT THESE SPOTS, DON’T “STEP” ON IT.]

[BRING THE CROWD TO ORDER BY TAPPING A GLASS]  GOOD EVENING, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN . . .

FOR THOSE WHO DON’T KNOW ME, MY NAME’S GARY WEBER, AND JESSE’S ASKED ME TO BE HIS BEST MAN HERE TONIGHT.  OF COURSE I SAID “YES” BECAUSE HE’S MY [BEST/VERY DEAR] FRIEND, AND HOW DO YOU SAY “NO” TO A FRIEND?  BUT THEN I THOUGHT TO MYSELF:  [WITH MOCK HORROR] HOLY [SHIT/CRAP/MOLEY] WHAT THE HELL AM I GETTING MYSELF INTO WITH THIS WHOLE BEST MAN THING?

SO I DIALED UP A GOOGLE SEARCH, AND I ASKED, “GOOGLE, WHAT THE HELL AM I GETTING MYSELF INTO HERE BY AGREEING TO BE JESSE’S BEST MAN?”

AND GOOGLE SAID, “YOU’VE GOTTA GIVE A SPEECH.”

“A SPEECH?!?” I ASKED, HOPING THAT I’D HEARD WRONG.

“YES, A SPEECH,” GOOGLE SAID.

“WHAT KIND OF SPEECH?” I ASKED.

“THE KIND THAT’LL SAY NICE THINGS ABOUT YOUR FRIEND AND WILL MAKE THOSE WHO KNOW HIM GLAD THEY DO, AND THOSE WHO DON’T WISH THEY DID.”

SO I ASKED GOOGLE, “SERIOUS OR FUNNY?”

“WHATEVER YOU WANT.  TELL JOKES, DON’T TELL JOKES . . . SING A SONG, DON’T SING A SONG. . . IT’S UP TO YOU.  BUT ABOVE ALL,” GOOGLE SAID, “KEEP IT SHORT!”

SO APPARENTLY I’M SUPPOSED TO SING JESSE’S PRAISES AND TALK ABOUT HIS FINER QUALITIES.  UNFORTUNATELY, I CANNOT SING AND I WILL NOT LIE.  [RIMSHOT]

NOW . . . AT THE MOMENT,I KNOW THAT MANY OF YOU DON’T KNOW JESSE [LAST NAME] VERY WELL; BUT BY THE TIME I’VE FINISHED THIS SPEECH, MOST OF YOU WILL WISH YOU DIDN’T KNOW HIM AT ALL!  [RIMSHOT]

NOW IT’S MY JOB TO TELL YOU THE STRAIGHTFORWARD, UNVARNISHED TRUTH ABOUT JESSE.  SO LEMME SEE . . . [BEGIN ‘COUNTIN’ ON YOUR FINGERS, ONE AT A TIME]:  GEN-TLEMAN . . . HARD WORKER . . . LOYAL FRIEND . . . STUDENT OF LIFE . . . ACCOMPLISHED INTELLECT . . . AN INSPIRATION TO OTHERS . . .  [PAUSE]
JESSE IS NONE OF THESE THINGS, REALLY [RIM SHOT], . . . BUT HE MUST HAVE MANY OTHER FINE QUALITIES, BECAUSE WITHOUT SOMETHING GOING FOR HIM, HE’D NEVER HAVE BEEN ABLE TO PERSUADE A WOMAN AS LOVELY, AS SMART, AS ACCOMPLISHED, AND AS DISCERNING AS [BRIDE’S FULL MAIDEN NAME] TO TAKE A MAN WHO STILL WEARS JORTS, DRINKS BUD LIGHT LIME, AND DIGS FOOTBALL MORE THAN ALMOST ANYTHING ELSE IN LIFE, AS HER HUSBAND.

BUT ACTUALLY, I THINK MARRIAGE IS GOING TO BE ABSOLUTELY GREAT FOR JESSE.  IT’LL TEACH HIM LOYALTY, KINDNESS, COMPROMISE, SELF-RESTRAINT, FAIR PLAY, AND ALL THOSE OTHER QUALITIES HE WOULDN’T NEED IN THE FIRST PLACE IF HE’D JUST STAYED SINGLE!  [RIM SHOT]

[bookmark: _GoBack]BUT SERIOUSLY, FOLKS . . . I’VE KNOWN JESSE [LAST NAME] FOR MORE THAN 15 YEARS, AND I CAN TELL YOU THAT — IF JESSE AND [BRIDE’S FIRST NAME]’S MARRIAGE WASN’T MADE IN HEAVEN, IT WAS CERTAINLY DESIGNED UP THERE — AND WITH A LOVING HAND, FOR SURE.  [TO THE COUPLE]  JESSE AND [BRIDE’S FIRST NAME]:  I COULD NOT IMAGINE ANY COUPLE MORE PERFECTLY FIT FOR ONE ANOTHER THAN YOU TWO ARE.  TURNING TOWARD THE AUDIENCE]  SO IF I MAY, LET ME FINISH MY REMARKS WITH THIS ANCIENT TOAST:

“MAY YOUR LOVE BE ADDED, AND MAY IT NEVER BE SUBTRACTED.  MAY YOUR HOUSEHOLD MULTIPLY AND MAY YOUR HEARTS NEVER BE DIVIDED.  MAY YOUR GRASS ALWAYS BE GREEN AND YOUR SKIES FOREVER BLUE.  AND MAY YOU LIVE AS LONG AS YOU WANT AND NEVER WANT FOR AS LONG AS YOU LIVE.”
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