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Amendment 14, section 2, first sentence: 
"Representatives shall be apportioned among the several states according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each state, excluding Indians not taxed."  
For as long as there has been more than one human being roaming the face of this earth, there has been conflict.  Historically, one person tends to covet what the other person has.  One believes in his way being the right way, and many have been more than willing to die for what they believe in. Never was this truer than during the early history of the United States.  History is comprised of stories of war, reconciliation and reconstruction.  We all learn as children about the story of Thanksgiving and how the Indians and Pilgrims came together to share nature’s bounty and thoughts of a whole new world of tomorrow.  Poppycock!!  Unfortunately, that didn’t really happen.  The “Thanksgiving” was a meager celebration held by the Pilgrims for having returned from a battle with the Pequot Indian tribe.  Thanksgiving was not a day of celebration for the Native Americans, whose tribe was decimated, and apparently, although “they were here first,” history teaches us that it took quite a long time for this land’s true first citizens to benefit from the protections afforded by the United States Constitution.  

African Americans, as we know, didn’t fare too well in early American history either.  It’s hard to imagine the conditions they had to endure-not just regarding slavery, but what about during Reconstruction?  The country was torn apart.  Each faction believed they were right. Just because the war ended didn’t mean the opposition lost sight of their intended goals.  The atmosphere was divisive, and in many ways, to this day, it still is.  Isn’t it almost unfathomable to consider that once slaves were freed and considered a part of the population, they-and by they, I mean only the men, were each considered as only three-fifths of a person??  Clearly, something had to be done to rectify this and provide some justice.  

“The Constitution is not neutral.”  It was designed to take the government off the backs of the people.”  Those words are quoted from Justice William O. Douglas, perhaps one of the wisest men to serve on the Supreme Court in modern times.  Amendment 14, section 2 deals with the Constitution recognizing the rights of the people after a hard-fought Civil War and the reconstruction of a newly emerging nation.  

Amendments 13, 14 and 15 of the United States Constitution address issues of reconstruction and reformation.  The country had been ripped apart by civil war and it had to be rebuilt bit by bit.  Amendment 14, article 2 insures that each person is considered to be “100%,” and all males aged 21 years of age would be able to vote (of course it’s mind-boggling to think that women would not get voting rights for another 50 odd years!!).  This sentence specifically excludes Indians, as they were considered to be citizens of their respective tribal nations and were subject to the laws of those tribes within the United States.  Although the other sections and clauses of the 14th Amendment guaranteed citizenship to naturalized citizens and African Americans, Native Americans were governed by tribal law and were not guaranteed citizenship, although many became citizens through various means-either by marriage, or treaty, or military service to the country.

Imagine how far we’ve come in the generations following the ratification of Amendment 14 in 1868.  It’s been almost 150 years since the Civil War and reconstruction.  Imagine yourself back in time, 160 years ago.  Imagine that some of your friends and contemporaries were, at one time, only considered 3/5th of a whole person.  Imagine how this country’s earliest inhabitants lost what was theirs and then were not represented or protected by government.  Imagine how your mothers and sisters and aunts would not have been allowed to vote in any elections.  We can look back and see how the Constitution has evolved to protect ALL Americans-Native Americans, Afro-Americans, women, and we can also see how much more needs to be done to insure that life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness exists for each one of us on an equal plane.  The ratification of the 14th Amendment attempted to take government “off the backs of the people” as Justice Douglas phrased it, and in doing so continued to be a living breathing testimony to support the laws of this land.
