Thank you Robert, and good evening to everyone and a special welcome to the Veterans, Guardsmen and Reservists in the room.  The opportunity to stand before each of you tonight representing one of the energy companies dedicated to helping veterans make the transition into our industry is a tremendous honor and I greatly appreciate this opportunity.
The great patriot, Thomas Paine, spoke these words in 1776 when 13 American colonies faced dangerous and uncertain days:
"These are the times that try men's souls. The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of his country. But he that stands it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman." What forceful words their eloquence matched only by their power!

What a message they bring the idea that our freedom has a cost, requiring sacrifice of those who are asked to pay the price!

These words have a meaning that rings in the hearts of the American people.

And we all know the mettle of that eloquent phrasing was tested at a time that won their honored place in our American heritage.

Thomas Paine knew a special kind of patriotic devotion and love of country was needed if the colonists were going to win their struggle for independence.

That special devotion arose among our people, helping them form a new nation dedicated to liberty. Today, we call that unique kind of patriotism "Americanism."

For centuries, Americanism has kept our country free. With that special quality firing our hearts, we have flourished in a way unmatched in the World's history.

What is Americanism?

It's much more than patriotism alone, and it's more sincere than attitudes of self-righteousness.  Americanism is the guardian of our Constitution. It's the driving force behind America's desire to prosper as a free nation.

We notice this intense love of our country most during eras of crisis. At such times, Americanism urges our countrymen to action, rallying them into a single, strongly united force.
However, this special emotion isn't something that's whipped up in a moment's notice. It's something that thrives in the souls of true patriots every day.
The foremost characteristics of Americanism is the willingness of so many of our citizens to make sacrifices, as individuals...for the good of our nation's people, as a whole.
Such unselfishness is seen most touchingly in the sacrifices of the millions of men and women who fought, died or became disabled while bearing arms in our nation's defense.

We show Americanism when we take pride in our nation's past achievements...and commit ourselves to America's future ambitions.
Those ambitions have always been realized through hard work. And hard work has long been the backbone of American success in business, medicine, agriculture, and so many other fields of endeavor.
We are a great nation today, not only because of our vast natural resources, but also because of our great national character.  For example, our nation's legendary generosity is a potent feature of the unique national spirit of our people. Numerous individuals, businesses and nonprofit agencies provide assistance to people here and abroad in time of need.
According to the Pew Research Center, 78% of your fellow Americans say your efforts have contributed significantly to the country’s well-being and the military is ranked as the top occupation perceived as a value to society today.
So here we are tonight, it is a vital time for individuals and companies in or supporting the energy industry who are dedicated to serving our veterans to exercise Americanism.
Fortis Energy Services values the sacrifices each of the veterans, guardsman and reservists here tonight have made to defend and protect us at home and abroad.
The US Department of Veterans Affairs reports that 250,000 service members enter civilian life each year, and as of 2013 the unemployment rate for veterans was 6.6% or a total of 722,000 personnel.  This is unacceptable, as Americans in business, it is our duty and honor to assist these men and women find good paying jobs with benefits.
The shale plays have revolutionized the energy industry in the United States.  With this revolution, a need for qualified workers are needed.  When we learned of the staggering number of unemployed veterans, it was at that time we launched a program we coined Fortis4Vets.  It is a win-win for both the veterans and Fortis.  Fortis4Vets is a recruiting program designed to match veteran’s skills sets and experiences with a position in our company.
At Fortis we believe that hiring a Veteran, Guardsman or a Reservist just makes good business sense.  Presently 10% of our workforce has a military background and we are actively pursuing more. We appreciate these men and women for the leadership, professionalism, dedication and pride they bring to the company.  They bring a particular degree of unique talents and expertise to the table and it is because of this that we have initiated the Fortis 4 Vets hiring initiative.
We fully recognize Veterans, Reservists and the Guard are accustomed to teamwork. In many cases the Veteran’s skill set transfers seamlessly into the energy industry.  They’re focused on safety and understand the need for procedure.  One of the core values of Fortis is safety first and because of the qualities and skills of military personnel we are actively pursuing these experienced, highly qualified people through job fairs and military hiring programs such as ESGR, Heroes For Hire and others.

As we all know, the energy business requires a variety of advanced skill sets, experience in safety methodology, certifications and education.  Many military experiences translate well into roles as Field Safety Advisors.  Enlisted service members make excellent field personnel where technical and mechanical skills are valued and team skills are required. 

Welders and heavy equipment operators are always needed. Officers make high-quality professionals and management team members. Those with experience in combat arms and special-operations translate into strong leadership and resiliency, valuable characteristics that are hard to develop.
Fortis has joined many Fortune 500 companies like Hess, Starbucks, Google and Verizon in pledging that we fully recognize, hire and honor Veterans.
A position at Fortis Energy Services is a great transition into a career, not just a job. We offer great pay, benefits and opportunities for growth and advancement! 

We provide our managers and supervisors with the tools they need to effectively manage those employees who serve in the Guard and Reserve.  We appreciate the values, leadership and unique skills Service Members bring to the workforce and we encourage opportunities to employ Guardsmen, Reservists and Veterans.  We will continue to recognize and support our country’s Service members and their families in peace, in crisis and in war. 

Citizens of every nation feel patriotism for their country. But the loyalty and love of country felt by America's citizens are truly unique in today's selfish world.

That's why America is the leader of the free world. That's why America has prospered and grown to such greatness in a mere two centuries. And that's why America will continue its world leadership as history writes new chapters in the future.
However, Americanism isn't something born in us. Nor is it something we can learn from books. It's a feeling that must take root in our souls, growing as we experience the meaning of America in our lives.
It grows stronger as we get older. And it satisfies a deep desire within our hearts.
While our nation's citizens hold to the high spirit of Americanism, this meaningful emotion cannot reach its full potential unless it is practiced.
And how can we practice Americanism? The ways are countless, and each American knows best how he or she can show a deep, abiding love of our country.
Americanism is demonstrated tonight by helping transition our American veterans into the American Energy industry.
Thank you to those who have come here tonight to honor these men and women.  May God bless each of you and may God bless this great nation we call home.
