DEMOCRACY RISING: OUR CONSTITUTIONAL MASTERPIECE

Brooke Connor


It’s a hot Philadelphia night in the summer of 1787.  Fifty-five men are locked into a sweltering room with tempers flaring.  George Washington sits at a chair with the image of a sun painted into the back as he tries to keep order over sometimes impassioned debates, but the men in the room have such different backgrounds and concerns that it often seems that nothing will be accomplished.  Yet through compromise, reason, and four long months, the men create the world’s first and longest lasting Constitutional republic. Only 39 of the 55 delegates sign the Constitution, and the oldest of the delegates, Benjamin Franklin, weeps as his frail body is held up so that he can quill his name to this eternal document.
PUTTING TOGETHER THE CONSTITUTIONAL PUZZLE

Brooke Connor
     On the cover of the box was an image of a glorious sight, a majestic mountain rising from the prairie floor. Buffalo grazed in the forefront and the light reflecting in the back of the scene appears to glow, almost heaven sent. The child sits enthralled with the image

before her and immediately sets out to open the box. A thousand pieces, all scored and different, cascade on to the living room floor, forecasting for the little girl the task ahead. While one can easily create an image in one’s mind, the reality of creating it is as

difficult as searching, fitting and interlocking the pieces in the right order. Only when they come together correctly will there be success. What would you do if you were given a puzzle to put together and you were three quarters done and realized the pieces of the puzzle that were left didn’t fit right.  Do you force them to fit? Take your scissors and

re-cut them to fit? Or do you alter your original image and settle for less. America’s greatest treasure and greatest puzzle, The American Constitution was crafted by 55 men who would not settle for less.
           "Constitutional Democracy is not a Spectator Sport"

Nicholas Elledge 

Welcome to our show, "The Active American, Live." Today, I'm on the street to ask the average American citizen, "What is the biggest problem in America today? And what are you doing to help fix this problem?" 

Gasoline Prices (Texan) "Uhh, I been really busy lately." 

Health care costs (elderly lady) ''I'm a senior citizen on a fixed income ... what can I do?" The environment dude (Californian) "I'm just hangin'. I'm not really doing anything." 

It seems that everyone can name something wrong in America, yet most people remain uninvolved and unin​formed. A recent poll by the National Constitution Center found that only one in three Americans could name the three branches of government, and that just one in four could name a single First Amendment right. We've all heard it said that, freedom comes with responsibility. This is because constitutional democracy is not a spectator sport. 

In this speech, I'd like look at some background behind the Constitution. Then explore some of the ideas found in our system of government. 

And then, in light of these two, look at the duties and obligations of American citizens. 
“The Power of the People”
        Imagine with me its an African village its dark its raining – you’re are about 7 yrs old, you are laying on a cot ;on the ground you  are suddenly awaken by this immense pain in ;your stomach ;you’re a little boy  confused you get up and run to  your mommy who also is on a cot on the ground and you wake her up – mommy mommy it hurts she doesn’t move  you jerk her harder mommy mommy gets up it hurts  mommy slowly starts to rise she looks at ;you  explain to her that there is something awful in your stomach  mommy says go back to sleep.  She can’t possibly understand so you say it really hurts a lot  a tear starts to well in mother’s  eye her lips starts to quiver she tells ;;you to go back to sleep.  Confused,   confounded, bewilled  ; as a little boy u go back to your cot on the ground you lay down close your eyes and you never open them again.  That story is very prevent in the African civilagian ;you hear countless of stories similar to that from sleeping sickness and starvation and typically when an amercian hears this story they pitty it they feel grief and the lament the awful situation.Well I challenge all of you here today when you hear a story such as that you won’t give them your pitty or your grief because that  friends that accomplishes nothing.But what I challengey you to here today is to look in the confines of your own country  and see what works see how we got it right  and them become an example and piller for the rest of the world.  So lets see wthat works inour country. John Winthrop describes America as a city on a hill and what he meant by thqat is that we sa are sat on a mountain we are an example and model that cast out our light thaqt eliminates the rest of the world if pulls back that veil of darkness what the source of that light what the power behind that light the constitution.  

“Why Should We Care”
    I will never forget my introduction to the U. S. Constitution.  It holds special significance for  me because it was steeped in rich family tradition.  I was introduced to the founding document of our great nation in the very same way my parents had been introduced to iit a generation prior-by sitting in front of the television one glorious Saturday morning, eating a bowl of Coca Puffs. 

   I am proud to say that I leaned the Preamble the same way my mom and dad and so many others had- by singing it on Saturday morning during segments of Schoolhouse Rock.
    James Madison had stage fright.  George Washington  -  George Washington ‘s teeth stated to fall out at the age of 25. And Ben Franklin wanted to be a swim coach.   These men were just that   -- men .  They were not demi gods……..
     The hard part was supposed to be over.  The year was 1781 and for our founding fathers the end of the revolutionary war was finally in sight.  13 colonies

     The room was silent, it was not very large, many of the spectators spilling into the hallway, the atmosphere was hot and musty as the men removed their jackets and the women fanned quietly.  The defant  glared at the oak wood flooring, while his counsel Alexand Hamilton waited sympathetically.  Suddenly the door opened and in strove the panel to their places; your honors I Tomas Hunt as the foeman of this jury declare Mr.  John Zanger not guilty of seditious liable against the government. This day Aug 5, 1735 witness an in creditable account of how 12 men were able to used their constitutional rights. We will find out how when we explore the 4th  branch of government. As we learn about the check and balances we often heard about excutive, legislative and judical branches but there is one more it is the citizens – we the people. There are at least 3 constitutional 
