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2012 Grad Speech: LSS
Good evening
Parents, families, friends, staff, honoured guests, and of course our graduates. Welcome to this evening’s ceremony to honor the Langley Secondary School grads of 2012. I must say..,you clean up real good. Or you look fabulous!
 
Graduates, This ceremony is one of the most important rites of passage that you will experience in your lifetime.  For you, today marks the end of one world and the beginning of another.  Today is when you leave behind childhood and step into the shoes of adulthood.  Today is, above all, a day for celebrating. It is the day when you can say, “I did it, I graduated.”  When you leave here, you will also be leaving behind a part of your life that was special.  You will be leaving behind friends who shared your fun and laughter. You will be leaving behind teachers who took a keen interest in you.  You will be leaving behind a world where someone else made decisions for you. From now on you will need to make your own choices. That means you will make some mistakes, but growing up means learning to deal with those mistakes. Your family will continue to care about you of course, and if you are wise you will still listen to their advice.  They, after all, have been around the block a few times more than you.  Believe it or not they still know a thing or two.
 
Your families have supported you throughout your school years– parents/ grandparents …maybe even brothers and sisters, and other special people that have been in your lives that have cared for you.
· You have probably heard “Get up you’re going to be late, “…really they were saying “school’s important…we want you to be successful…”  
· You have probably heard “Do your homework.” What they were really saying is give it 100%.
·  You have probably heard “shut the lights off.”  Really they were saying… “be responsible.”  
· And all the time what they were really saying is  “we love you”
Graduates, please, I would like you now to stand, face your parents and other special people in your life. Take this opportunity to thank them for the support, guidance and love they have given you.
 Parents, 
This is a very special evening for you. An evening full of emotions, full of pride, full of hopes, full of fears. This is where you truly begin to let go as you watch your child become an adult. I’ve been told by many parents the moment hits when your child walks the last few steps of the stage tonight. Let this moment wash over you as this is a rite of passage for you as well.  You have supported when your child needed your support, you have guided your child when your child needed guidance, you have allowed your child to make mistakes when they needed to learn and to grow.  No, your job is not finished but a very large chapter is – the most important chapter.  You have done well.
To the LSS Staff,

You are one of the most caring groups of people I have had the pleasure of working with.  Teachers, SEAs, clerical, vice-principals, custodians and other support workers…your commitment to the students at LSS every day is absolutely exceptional and on behalf of the students and parents, I thank you. 
To our special guests this evening, thank you for joining. I know that you will agree with me when I say, this is our future and it’s looking very bright. A special thank you to our school board members, Chair Johnson and Superintendent Hoffman.  You have brought renewed hope to our school district. 
To our community members, our mayors and our councilors, thank you for all that you do to support our students.  And finally, to our generous scholarship donors here, thank you for helping our students make it to the next important step in their educational journey.
Graduates, It has been an absolute pleasure working with you.  I am proud to be your principal and I am proud of you.  
 
      I’m proud of you because as a grad class you have demonstrated the positive qualities that we want to see in graduates.  You have demonstrated your determination, perseverance and respect for yourselves and others. You have shown yourselves to be outstanding contributors whether it be organizing events, participating in activities, or giving back to your school and to the Langley community. The support you have shown for each other is remarkable. In this grad class, we have talented poets, writers, athletes, musicians, actors, trades people, scientists, mathematicians, artists and more. 
Over the course of this year – your final year:
· You won the highest # of district and local scholarships in the Langley School District.  In fact, 60 students – over ¼ of our grad class is being recognized this evening for their scholarship awards.
· You worked on special causes such as raising money for the Christmas Bureau and Ishtar Transition House
· You organized and participated in World Food Day which was recognized in Ottawa.
· You traveled to Belize on a volunteer mission to help a rural school.
· You were big buddies to students in our feeder schools, and peer tutors to students in your own school.

· You helped in the school as peer counselors and restorative action team members

· You worked to improve tolerance and acceptance of Gay youth.

· You worked to enhance awareness of bullying and the effects of bullying

·  You wowed audiences with this year’s musical Les Miserables.
· You organized and participated in grad events and in school events 

· You have won many awards in the school district and in the community for your athleticism, your contribution to the community and for your academic achievements.

· You represented LSS in athletic endeavours – even competing successfully  at the provincial level.
· Did I mention, You won the highest # of district and local scholarships in the Langley School District this year?
· Finally, you have shown how 2 schools can come together in a positive way to become 1 outstanding grad class.

This Grad Class has truly been on a journey for the past four years.  In that time, we have moved from two good schools to one great school.  In September of 2008, Langley Secondary and H.D. Stafford Secondary amalgamated into one school located at the Langley Secondary site.  Each school brought unique and special programs and people to the new school. Although it was not an easy journey, we persevered. For those of you who have participated in the journey, I thank you for being resilient and for caring enough to provide input along the way to enable Langley Secondary to become a better place for all of us. I believe we have become the best of both worlds. I wish to say a special thank you to you, the Grad class of 2012, who truly represents the best of both worlds.

This year’s yearbook theme is “Noted and Quoted.”  With that theme in mind, I would like to share a few of my favorite quotes related to Graduation:

· Erma Bombeck said Graduation day is tough for adults.  They go to the ceremony as parents.  They come home as contemporaries.  After twenty-two years of child-raising, they are unemployed.  
· Orrin Hatch said: There is a good reason they call these ceremonies "commencement exercises."  Graduation is not the end; it's the beginning.  
· Gary Bolding said “Your families are extremely proud of you.  You can't imagine the sense of relief they are experiencing.  This would be a most opportune time to ask for money. “
· Finally, an anonymous writer wrote the following poem that I love:
· The future lies before you
Like a field of driven snow,
Be careful how you tread it,
For every step will show.

AS you leave LSS and venture out into the “real world,” Continue your education because the better educated you are, the better your opportunities are for a quality life. Whether you pursue a post secondary education at a university, a college, a technical school, or you pursue training in a trade through an apprenticeship, your education does not end here…remember…it doesn’t need to look the same as your Kindergarten to grade 12 experience.  Now is the time to make choices that are truly relevant to you. Choices that will impact the rest of your life.
 
· Graduates, My final advice to you is very simple and every year I give the same advice:
· Be a person of worth

· Be real

· Be there for your parents as they have been for you

· Be a person your parents can be proud of
Congratulations LSS graduates of 2012.  Tonight is your night.
