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Parents, relatives, friends, faculty and staff we are assembled here to witness the commencement exercises of the John H. Francis Polytechnic High School Graduating Class of 2009 who call themselves the zodiacs . 
My name is Gerardo Loera and I have been Principal at Polytechnic High School since September of 2007.  

Our personal congratulations to each of you on your academic and personal accomplishments over the past four years.  We were proud of you four years ago when you entered as freshmen.  And now, four years later, We are most proud of you and pleased by all of your superb accomplishments.   

I am very proud to share with you a few of the remarkable accomplishments of our graduating class.  Each year Poly High School graduates set the bar higher for succeeding classes.
Polytechnic High School students are increasing their college going rate.  This year I am proud to say that 195 college acceptance letters from 4 year universities were mailed home to our graduation seniors.  The students of Polytechnic High School are demonstrating how hard work, determination and perseverance conclude in positive results.  I am very proud to acknowledge and recognize the students that were accepted to all universities including, all the UCs and CSUs and other universities like Brown, Dartmouth, Duke and MIT.
Over the past 6 years Poly students have continued to impress our community with their remarkable gains in achievement.  Polytechnic High School often hosts visitors from other school and school districts when they come to learn and share ideas about best practices in high school education reform.  Often, visitors comment on how impressive and hospitable our study body is.

I am frequently in awe of the generosity of Poly’s student body.  

Under the leadership of Brian Leclair and Kitt Heilbron, our Poly students have raised $145,000 in the past four years for the Spark of Love Annual Toy Drive.  This year alone they raised over $25,000 and earned a significant discount from KB Toys that amounted in Poly students purchasing the equivalent of $45000 in toys for need families.
Polytechnic High School students earned the record for the most donated pints of blood in a year for the UCLA Blood Drives with  ___________pints donated.

Our Poly athletes have also made notable accomplishments:

Include here
However, our graduates could not have achieved these successes without the help of their parents, loved ones, teachers, and staff.  When the ceremony is over, I want you to run over to your parents and loved ones. Hug them and thank them for all the years they supported you on your journey to this day. 

Cuando la ceremonia se termine quiero que ustedes los estudiantes corran a sus  padres y seres queridos. Abrácenlos y den les las gracias por  todos los años de apoyo.       
Include the 5 minutes speech on perserverance
And lastly,

Will the senior class presidents please come forward?  (Graduating Class Stands)

And now by the authority vested in me by the State of California and the Los Angeles Unified School District, I hereby certify the class of 2009 and declare that they have met the requirement set forth for graduation from John H. Francis Polytechnic High School.
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