
A couple weeks ago, when I sat down to prepare for tonight, thoughts raced through my head as “what” should this message be... I always want to share a message that means something to the group, but that is a hard piece of the puzzle to really figure out.  And when I look around this room, I think, each of you should be sharing with me.

I also think...why me?  I am a nobody, I have nothing to share, what about my life gives me the experience to share a worthy message.  That is how I got started.  Sounds crazy, but very true.  Millie asked me to do this in February.  I said “yes,” thinking oh by May, I can surely come up with an uplifting and informative message.  The time kept passing and still nothing.  I prayed and prayed and prayed, no real light went off as to the message to share.

Then, I would go back to God and ask why?  Why am I the one to share for the 2013 Presbyterian Women Birthday Offering?  What can I say?  I don’t have any great wisdom to impart to others, I struggle every day to have faith and believe and to keep working toward living a Christian life.  God, why me?

Because God changes lives... shows mercy, grace and hope.  I can remember growing up in an unstable environment.  My dad was an alcoholic and those living with an alcoholic become trapped by the disease.  The family members walk around on egg shells trying to keep peace within the family.  My dad was a good man, but when he started drinking, I didn’t like him and didn’t want to be around him.  Abusive drinking creates a very dysfunctional and unhealthy lifestyle.  

Because when I was very young, maybe over 30 years ago, in an unstable home life, I found a little peace when I walked outside and prayed to God.  I don’t remember those prayers, but I do know a peace I found in believing.  In just believing, that God can change my life.  Too young to really understand anything, I dreamed of one day telling others how he or she can also change their own unstable and dysfunctional life.  A dream, a vision, a word from God, I am not sure, but I do know that at that young age a seed was planted in me to want to be a catalyst to changing lives for the better.  I wanted to believe that we can all make our own lives better and not stop there, but pass it on.  I think secretively, I’ve always wanted to be a motivational speaker, but never felt I had the education, knowledge or experience to change lives with my words.  All I know is that because of God, my life has changed, it is not perfect, but it is so much better than it c  So, when Millie asked me to speak this evening, I always go back to those very young years when that sharing seed was planted.  And I think, this is God telling you to pass it on.  Then, the fear comes into play and the thoughts of I don’t have anything to share, you get the picture and the cycle that starts.  So this time, I started with the question as I think we all ask... What is my purpose in life?  How many of you have pondered that question?  How many of you have an answer that brings you peace, brings tears and you know without a doubt that you have been living your purpose?  

This question is not so easy to answer.  It brings up confusion, emotions, regret, what ifs and the list goes on and on.  What is my purpose?  What is your purpose?

The 2013 PW Birthday Offering scripture comes from Romans 15: 2,6

“Each of us must please our neighbor for the good purpose of building up the neighbor...so that together we may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

In this scripture, Paul tells the followers of Christ that we have responsibilities to each other and to those who have yet to know Christ.  He reminds us that “each of us must please our neighbor for the good purpose of building up the neighbor,” for all people belong to God.

“Please our neighbor” means we should accept and assist our neighbors when our neighbors need us.  We are reminded to interact with our neighbors in ways that mirror how Jesus interacted with believers and nonbelievers alike.  We must work to have compassion for our neighbors and help them when they need it so that they might become who God created them to be.

The faithful treat their neighbors as they would like to be treated and assist them when they need help - “together, with one voice.”  In this way, Paul suggested, we can “with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

In this scripture, Paul encouraged all of us to actively seek out and to get to know, understand, encourage and empower our neighbors.  We are encouraged to not only “talk the talk,” but to “walk the talk” with people in our community and beyond.

As human beings, our purpose in life is to help people realize their uniqueness and how it can be used to glorify God.  Our purpose is to help bring out the best in the people in our lives.  

Each of you have been working to bring out the best in others and to help him or her realize their uniqueness and how it can be used to glorify the kingdom.  You may not realize how your taking the time to be a “lunch buddy” impacts that child, but think about the child that has a very unstable home life...you might be that child’s only message of hope and stability.  You will probably never know how you changed that life.  

How about reaching out to the out cast?  The time you helped the person no one else wanted to help with a small construction project.  That is Christ.  

What about the single mother of 3 that has no job, no money, no hope and you take time to reach out, provide some food, and warm clothing.  That is Christ and that act might provide a little hope and encouragement for someone at a very low point.  Sometimes, a little hope works miracles.  

Because you took the time to care and encourage your neighbor, it is a life changed.  You are making a difference here in Clover and throughout the world.  

This year the Presbyterian Women’s goal is to raise $500,000 for the birthday offering which will go to Westminster Neighborhood Ministries.  This organization reaches out to serve families and children in the growing inner-city area of Indianapolis’s Near Eastside where more than 30% of the families live at or below the poverty line.  For these families, poverty, stress, illiteracy, joblessness and hunger are often daily struggles.  

The programs of this group builds on three core principles:

· Provide needed services to all members of the family.
· Develop partnerships
· Teach families and children to become more self-sustaining.
Many of the families involved with Westminster Neighborhood Ministries are not there by choice.  We are each born into our circumstances and we become what we live.  If we live in an unstable home, have parents that are not being mature adults, and are practicing unhealthy life habits, the odds are pretty good that we will become exactly what we are living.  Our Birthday Offering recipient works at teaching those immature adults healthy life habits which in turn will create a more stable home life and work toward breaking that dysfunctional cycle.  

When I think of the work that Westminster Neighborhood Ministries is doing, I know the group is trying hard to help families change their unhealthy habits into habits that will allow them to live a better life.  These families living 

So today, let’s give our best to help our neighbors.


