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[bookmark: _GoBack]HELLO, EVERYONE, AND WELCOME TO THE PARTY!!  NOW STOP ME IF YOU’VE HEARD THIS ONE:

SO TWO KIDS ARE PLAYING HOCKEY ON A POND OUTSIDE OTTOWA, WHEN A BIG, VICIOUS ROTTWEILER COMES UP AND ATTACKS ONE OF THE KIDS.  THE OTHER KID TAKES HIS STICK AND SLAMS IT DOWN ON THE BACK OF THE DOG'S NECK, KILLING THE DOG.  A REPORTER WATCHING THIS RUSHES OVER TO TALK TO THE KID THEN SCRIBBLES DOWN THE HEADLINE HE’S GONNA WRITE FOR HIS STORY ABOUT THE INCIDENT.  IT READ: “YOUNG SENATORS FAN HEROICALLY SAVES PLAYMATE FROM VICIOUS DOG.”

THE KID SEES THIS AND TELLS THE REPORTER THAT HE'S NOT ACTUALLY A SENATORS FAN, SO THE REPORTER SAYS, "OH; WE'RE IN OTTAWA SO I JUST ASSUMED YOU WERE.  WHO DO YOU ROOT FOR, THEN?" AND THE KID ANSWERS, "THE CANADIENS.”  SO THE REPORTER SCRATCHES OUT HIS FIRST HEADLINE AND WRITES A NEW ONE:  “LITTLE FRENCH BASTARD KILLS BELOVED FAMILY PET.”

I LOVE THAT STORY . . . BUT THE STORY I LOVE EVEN MORE IS THE STORY OF THE TREMENDOUS SUCCESS SPORTS SYSTEMS CANADA HAS EXPERIENCED OVER THIS PAST YEAR.  AND WHAT A YEAR IT’S BEEN:

WE’VE SEEN RECORD GAINS IN REVENUES, FROM $5,000,000 (CONTROLLING FOR QUEENS) IN 2016 TO THIS YEAR’S ESTIMATED MILESTONE OF $8,000,000

WE COMPLETED CONSTRUCTION OF OUR NEW ADDITION FACILITY AT INDUSTRIAL DRIVE.


OUR PENETRATION OF BOTH THE U.S. AND MIDDLE EAST MARKETS HAS BEEN NOTHING SHORT OF SPECTACULAR, AND IN THESE TWO REGIONS ALONE WE’VE GAINED MULTIPLE NEW CUSTOMERS, WITH REVENUES IN THE U.S. APPROACHING $1,300,000 AND ALMOST $300,000 IN KUWAIT, SAUDIA ARABIA, QUATAR AND UGANDA — AND ALL OF THIS WHILE MAINTAINING A VERY HEALTHY GROWTH RATE HERE IN CANADA. CANADA HAS SEEN FANTASTIC GROWTH FROM COAST TO COAST TO COAST.

NOW, NONE OF THIS SUCCESS WOULD HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE — OR EVEN CONCEIVABLE — WITHOUT THE OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION THAT EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU MADE TO OUR COMPANY THIS PAST YEAR.  YOUR DEDICATION, YOUR DILIGENCE, AND YOUR DETERMINATION — OFTEN IN THE FACE OF SOME REALLY DAUNTING CHALLENGES — HAS BEEN ABSOLUTELY TREMENDOUS.  FROM THE SALES DEPARTMENT TO THE SHIPPING AND PACKAGING CREW . . . FROM OUR SUPER-TALENTED MANUFACTURING AND ASSEMBLY TECHNICIANS TO OUR SITE-INSTALLATION PROFESSIONALS . . . FROM TO OUR PADDING GROUP TO OUR PROJECT DESIGN SPECIALISTS . . . FROM OUR CUSTOMER RELATIONS REPS TO OUR WORLD-CLASS MANAGEMENT TEAM:  THE WORK YOU’VE ALL DONE THIS PAST YEAR HAS BEEN ABSOLUTELY CRUCIAL TO OUR COMPANY’S GROWTH AND VITALITY.  YOU SHOULD ALL BE VERY, VERY PROUD OF WHAT WE’VE ACCOMPLISHED TOGETHER.  I KNOW I AM.

AS WE LOOK FORWARD NOW TO 2018, THE ONLY THING I’D SAY TO YOU IS, VERY SIMPLY:  KEEP IT UP!  KEEP ON FINDING NEW WAYS TO MAKE OUR OPERATIONS MORE EFFICIENT, MORE RESPONSIVE TO OUR CUSTOMERS NEEDS, AND MORE NIMBLE IN MEETING THE CHALLENGES THAT THE FUTRE WILL UNDOUBTEDLY THROW AT US.  WE’RE ONE OF THE LEADERS IN OUR INDUSTRY, NOT ONLY HERE IN CANADA, BUT AROUND THE WORLD.  BUT WE MUST REMEMBER THAT, IN BUSINESS, IF YOU’RE NOT MOVING AHEAD, YOU’RE ALMOST CERTAINLY FALLING BEHIND, BECAUSE YOUR COMPETITORS SURE AREN’T GONNA BE STANDING STILL.  SO LET’S REDEDICATE OURSELVES TO KEEPING OUR LEAD IN THE MARKETPLACE, AND AS ONE OF BEST COMPANIES TO WORK FOR IN ALL OF CANADA.

SO THANKS AGAIN FOR THE CONTRIBUTIONS EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU HAS MADE THIS YEAR TO OUR TREMENDOUS SUCCESS.  I COMPLIMENT YOU, I APPLAUD YOU, AND I THANK YOU, FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART.

NOW, LET’S ENJOY THE PARTY!
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