                                                   example of an introduction – need topic

    Sitting on the edge of their chairs the parents and grandparents waited with cameras in hand to see which birthday gift the young child was going to open.  Being the first grandchild in a large family, the child was surrounded with brightly colored boxes with gifts that whirred, chirped, and contained the latest in electronic technology. Some things sparkled and other included a karaoke machine.  By the time the wrappings were gone, the child was buried in a mountain of gifts, hugs, and birthday wishes. Some time later the adults glanced over to find the child had indeed selected her favorite.  Laying on the rug next to her pet dog she was diligently working on a new masterpiece of art with a simple sheet of blank paper and a box of Crayola crayons.  Far from choosing the newest, the greatest and the most expensive, she found joy in the simplicity of a rainbow of colors and her own imagination, creating for herself a new dream for the future, drawing her own …..
                                                   Or

                                            example of an introduction – need title

                Sitting on the edge of their chairs the parents and grandparents waited with cameras in hand to see which birthday gift the young child was going to open.  Being the first grandchild in a large family, the child was surrounded with brightly colored boxes with gifts that whirred, chirped, and contained the latest in electronic technology. Some things sparkled and other included a karaoke machine.  By the time the wrappings were gone, the child was buried in a mountain of gifts, hugs, and birthday wishes. Some time later the adults glanced over to find the child had indeed selected her favorite.  Laying on the rug next to her pet dog she was diligently working on a new masterpiece of art with a with a box of legos or (you can say with a simple sheet of blank paper and a box of crayola crayons).   Far from choosing the newest, the greatest and the most expensive, she found joy in the simplicity of building with small brightly colored pieces of plastic ( or you can say simplicity of a pencil and her own imagination) ….using her imagination, creating  a new dream for the future, designing …..

Facebook

Erin Connor 

     I love being an American.  While I live in a 200 year-old farmhouse, it has all of the modern conveniences.  I wake up in the morning, go to the refrigerator, and pull out a breakfast of tropical fruits, even in the middle of winter.   I travel to school at 50 miles per hour on a smooth highway in a comfortable car after seeing the morning news from around the world.  I spend my days receiving a free public education.


When I get home, I engage in my favorite indoor sport.... Facebook surfing.  From the comfort of my desk, I can see what everyone I know—anywhere in the world—is doing.  I see that my friend, Jeremy is looking at colleges, my cousin Anna is getting married, oh, and my Mom posted embarrassing pictures of my kindergarten graduation. Well, this is the comfortable life of an American teenager in 2012.


Now, try to imagine how difficult life was for our Founding Fathers during the Constitutional Convention. Health, safety, and hygiene weren't what we're accustomed to today.  James Madison, the author of the Bill of Rights and often called the Father of the Constitution, stood only five feet tall, probably due to vitamin deficiencies.  Sewer flowed through the streets and the average person didn't live past age 50.  


Aside from the difficulties of daily life in the 1770s, our Founding Fathers also encountered huge political obstacles.  Much of the population wanted to remain loyal to the British, and most placed loyalty to their state over loyalty to a nation. Just talking about independence was high treason, punishable by death.  But under these difficult conditions, the architects of our Constitution dared to dream.


Our Founding Fathers knew that they were doing something great by recognizing that our rights come from our Creator and not from a Government or King.  Yet, still, these brave men probably had no idea that their blueprint for a nation would become the model for democracies everywhere.  They simply knew that they were giving future generations of Americans their best chance for success by creating a political system that invested in its people and protected their rights to self-determination.  Fortunately for us today, the generations that followed honored their vision and used their words as the inspiration for forging wilderness into the greatest nation on Earth.

           People in the 1700’s had only the pen and parchment to record their thoughts. I have no doubt that Alexander Hamilton, Samuel Johnson, Ben Franklin, and James Madison would all have embraced technology. Indeed, they probably would all have had Facebook pages, and we'd be asked to become Facebook Fans of the Constitution as they posted status updates.   I, of course, would be reading every update and like to imagine what they might say.  


Jefferson's status update might have read:     

Hamilton is getting on my last nerve with these crazy ideas of having a central bank.  That's exactly what we're trying to avoid in our new Republic! I think Aaron Burr's mad enough to shoot him! 

Samuel Johnson's status update might have read:


Today, Ben insisted on dragging his bathtub into the meeting hall.  He's threatening to take off his britches and bathe in front of us if we don't reach an agreement soon.  I hope the next time he flies that kite; it's into a much bigger storm! 


But while we're talking about Facebook and all …. the changes in the last 250 years, let's take a moment to ask ourselves whether these Founding Fathers deserve any credit for this technology. Can we thank Ben Franklin and the Constitution for the current technology?  Absolutely.  


Generations of Americans have based their genius and creativity on the rights secured by our Constitution.  Thomas Edison, Albert Einstein, and Bill Gates could only have accomplished their greatest works because they lived in an open, stable, and tolerant society.   


Let me give you an example.  Prior to our Constitution, if someone came up with a great idea, that invention could be stolen and used by anyone else, or taken by the King. So, if Thomas Edison had invented the light bulb in 1775 instead of 1879, the idea would have belonged to King George III, and Edison might have died a poor man instead of a celebrated one.  


People like Ben Franklin wanted to change this in America and wanted to protect free thinkers. If we followed Franklin's Facebook status updates, we'd see why.  Franklin was a tinkerer and a creative mind who was always inventing something.  


In 1752, he might have posted:  


Today, I have invented the lightning rod!  I believe this will save countless 
lives and protect families and their properties! 
          
In 1784, he might have posted:  
At last, rest for my arms.  No more switching glasses between reading and seeing at a distance.  I’ll call these new spectacles bifocals.


Franklin understood that if a person is allowed to profit from his mind, everyone will be better off.  That's why he insisted on Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution, which provides that Congress is to make laws: 

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries.


This provision of the Constitution is one of the most important to our nation because it creates our copyright and patent law.  In these few words, our Founding Fathers invited the world's greatest minds to America and offered to protect their ideas. And, indeed, the world's greatest minds came.  

      Perhaps the most striking example is Albert Einstein.  Einstein left Germany in 1933 and chose to live under our Constitution, both because of the freedoms it granted and because of the respect for ideas and intellectual property enshrined in Article I, Section 8.  Einstein knew that America would accept him, and he was right. 


Of course, Einstein wasn't just attracted to our intellectual property rights.  He knew that, as a Jewish man, he could practice his religion freely in America.  The First Amendment granted him that right, as well as the right to speak out on any issue of importance to him.    


As long as we're talking about the First Amendment, isn't it really the basis for Facebook and the Internet?  After all, nations like China, North Korea, and Cuba try to suppress their people from expressing opinions and interconnectivity is not welcomed.  So, every time we log into Facebook, do we need to think about the First Amendment?  Absolutely.  


If Ben Franklin were teleported to 2012 and asked to post a Facebook message to us today, what advice might he give us, the citizens of his future?  He would probably congratulate us for honoring the spirit of his document, and, of course, remind us to vote when we turn 18, to stay informed and educated, and to take advantage of every opportunity we're given. 


But I think Franklin would have a more urgent message.  Today, our words have the power to injure and inflame more than ever.  We can slander a friend in less than a second with a Facebook status update or embarrassing photo.  We can start a hate-based website that inflames and incites people we've never met across the world.  Franklin would be glad that he gave us freedom of speech, but he would be appalled to see how easy it is for us to misuse it today.  He would advise us to be careful in our exercise of our First Amendment rights.         


Franklin, who held quite a few patents, would also be excited at how far science has taken us.  But he would be alarmed to learn that science has produced nuclear weapons able to destroy the planet in minutes. He would undoubtedly advise us as citizens that the technology our Constitution helped to spark should be used for peaceful purposes. 


Franklin would be thrilled to see how our cities have thrived.  But, he would be horrified to see oil-soaked pelicans in the Gulf of Mexico and an eco-system threatened by our choices.  He would remind us that as citizens we have an obligation to protect the environment. He would also remind us that the Constitution lies in our hearts and in our choices.  Without the will of the people to honor its principles, it would just be another beautiful example of nice penmanship on a large piece of parchment.    


I think these are the most important responsibilities that a young citizen should be thinking about in the beginning of the 21st Century, because every one of today’s 16-year-old Facebook users will soon hold the most important title in the United States.  For, as Justice Louis Brandeis once told the U.S. Supreme Court, “The only title in our democracy superior to that of the President is the title of citizen.”  

“Putting Together the Constitutional Puzzle”

Brooke Connor
     On the cover of the box is an image of a glorious sight, a majestic mountain rising from the prairie floor. Wild horses graze in the forefront and the light which reflects in the back of the scene appears to glow, almost heaven sent. The child sits enthralled with the image before her and quickly begins to open the box. A thousand pieces, all scored and different, cascade onto the living room floor, forecasting for the little girl the task that lies ahead. An image can be easily created in the mind, but the reality of that creation is as difficult as searching, fitting and interlocking successfully all those pieces in the right order. What would happen if the puzzle is three quarters done and the pieces that were left didn’t fit?  Can they be forced? How about taking scissors and re-cutting them? Or does the original image get altered and the creator settles for less. America’s greatest treasure and most intriguing puzzle, The American Constitution was crafted by 55 men who would not compromise the standards.

( these paragraphs need to be change a bit so people don’t quit remember it from brooke’s)
       At first, it can seem confusing, with topics as varied  as quartering soldiers in homes, involuntary servitude, outlawing alcohol, letting people vote, and creating a navy.  But then you study it - you take the time to learn the history behind the words—and the pieces fit together.  You realize that each part of the Constitution relates to each other part.        The Constitution creates a Legislative Branch to represent the will of the people and pass laws.  It creates an Executive Branch with broad, but checked powers and with the freedom to lead, but not to become a dictatorship.  The Constitution also creates a system of justice that has skilled, trained professional jurists whose sole purpose is to interpret the law.  This system of checks and balances carefully fit together and has protected us from fanaticism and assured that no one person is allowed to run amok with power.  

      When we put these pieces together, we have a very compact, yet complex document.  

For almost ten generations, the few precious, but well-planned words in our American Constitution have firmly guided our people.  Our Constitution survives because it is a living document whose interpretations become richer as the world changes and a question arises over how to apply the intentions of men over 220 years ago to an age that they never could have imagined.  

      Let’s take a few examples.  The First Amendment grants us the freedom of religion.  Specifically, we’re promised that: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof…”  
(Need a court case here, but not the one below that brooke used)
      The founding fathers saw religious diversity as an asset and protected everyone’s religion.  Or did they?  Sometimes the Constitutional puzzle can be complicated. 

      What happens, for instance, if your religion requires that you share a communion of wine in a place where alcohol is forbidden?  Our courts have had to interpret similar questions and have held that the First Amendment protects that right.  But there are limits on the freedom of religion.  In Church of the Lukumi Babalu Aye, Inc. v. City of Hialeah, considered by the US Supreme Court in 1993, it was held that the government can prevent people from exercising a religion that, for example, requires the inhumane slaughter of animals (508 U.S. 520 1993).
      But freedom of religion isn’t the only right protected under the Constitution. ( now use a different amendment to show then say)  The First Amendment goes on to say that Congress shall not abridge “the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”  This is an important right because it allows us to say what we want and to speak up without fear - it gives us the absolute right to speak our minds, even if our ideas might be unusual. But does it really?    

      Am I free to falsely accuse someone of a crime?  What if I want to petition the government for a redress of grievances by loudly protesting outside my mayor’s house?  Does the First Amendment require me to be timid and polite with my speech, or am I entitled to lead a protest march?  Can I threaten the President and claim that I am merely petitioning for a redress of grievances?  Where do we draw the line between assertive redress of grievances and a threat?    

      These are all pieces of the puzzle, and the Supreme Court has answered these questions and interpreted the words of our founding fathers in an era with 300 million citizens spread across hundreds of thousands of square miles and networked by television, radio, telephone, and the internet.  

      In the last few years, the Supreme Court has been addressing a new kind of freedom of speech issue - cases dealing with symbolic speech.  Since the 1990s, states have passed laws prohibiting certain symbols because of their historic association.  

      Virginia passed a law, for example, making it illegal to display a burning cross because of its past use as a tool to intimidate minorities.  In 2003, this law was challenged when a man named Barry Black led a Ku Klux Klan rally on private property in Carroll County, Virginia.  As part of that rally, and with the property owner’s permission, he burned a cross and was subsequently arrested.  The Supreme Court ruled against Black and held that the government can create laws prohibiting the burning of crosses.  

Justice O’Connor wrote in her opinion in Virginia v. Black, 538 U.S. 343 (2003) that the government is allowed to regulate certain types of expression when they have little social value and the harm to society is greater than the need to protect free speech.  In the case of burning crosses, she concluded, the intimidation caused by the act does more to harm free speech than promote it.   

      The more we try to apply the Constitution to our daily lives, the more pieces emerge.  It’s so simple to read our rights; yet in a modern society, it can be so complicated to figure out what those rights are!  When we were guaranteed the right to bear arms in 1789, could the signers have imagined that this might include missiles and grenades rather than muskets and axes?  When it was written that excessive bail would not be levied against a person accused of a crime, could it have been imagined that the accused might be able to get on a plane and flee the country within a matter of hours?   When it was written that all persons shall be free from unreasonable searches and seizures, could George Washington have guessed that a court 200 years later would be asking whether an infrared camera mounted to a helicopter or a piece of computer spyware loaded on a laptop constitutes a search?   ( this piece can go with the technology idea of erin’s)
      These are the questions facing today’s legal scholars.  As Americans, we have an obligation to read and understand our Constitution.  We have a duty to listen to its words and try to apply them to a modern age.  We must understand that each right granted to us carries with it a responsibility—a responsibility to vote, a responsibility to take part in the political process, and a responsibility to pursue our emerging understanding of this important document. 

      Our Constitution has survived because 55 men gathered in a sweltering Philadelphia room and wrote with an eye to the future.  They weren’t interested in glory or power. They didn’t care about making themselves kings, and they weren’t afraid to give up control when the people got tired of them.  Our founding fathers were tolerant, and they provided for individual rights and freedoms to allow their people to flourish.  At the heart of our Constitution is a respect for people and ideas, and because the drafters valued the people, the people have revered the document.  
(if we incorporate this ending para to fit with the beginning lego or drawing on a piece of paper, we need to change a bit)

        Just like our founding fathers, the little girl is tolerant and will not settle for less. She sits deep in concentration; the cover of the box has long been discarded. In her mind she sees the image, knows its importance, and bravely moves forward one piece at a time to reach her goal. It may not happen today or even tomorrow, but as she works with the pieces, the process becomes clearer. The US Constitution is a living document that was created to be a puzzle of interlocking pieces that could change with each new generation.

