a. What to choose?

i. Moments in history

ii. Background Information

iii. Obscure & Entertaining

iv. Current Events 

b. The Dos and Dont’s of Quotations

i. Staying Relevant

ii. Snapshot Biography

II. How  Content Is Used Effectively   

a. The Argument

i. Creating an argument

ii. Adjusting your argument

iii. Plug and Play 

b. The “Vehicle” 

i. What is a “Vehicle”? 

ii. How to find a vehicle?

iii. How to use a Vehicle

c. “Show-and-Tell” speechwriting  

i. What is “Show-and-Tell”?

ii. Why “Show and Tell” is necessary.

iii. How to “Show and Tell”?

d. I like to call the introduction to a speech the AGD (attention-getting-device). Successful AGDs separate you from your competitors in the 1st two minutes and keep the judges listening. Successful AGD’s are typically the most interesting part of your speech and provide a vehicle for you to carry throughout. 

e. You must understand that this is a Constitutional competition. Everyone’s speech is going to include stories about the Constitution and its creation. Judges are going to be bored of these stories as the competition progresses. You want to give them a breath of fresh air with your AGD. Get their minds off the constitution.

f. How to fix it: The best way to do this is to have an AGD and overall theme that isn’t at all related to the Constitution and/or its creation – a contemporary example works best. By having a contemporary example that’s interesting; judges stay interested and won’t tune you out in the first 30 seconds. You’re goal is to have an anecdote (AGD)  that has them saying “What is she talking about?”/ “Where is she going with this?” for the first 30 seconds or so. This will keep them on their seats. Then within the first minute and a half you must effectively tie this in to the message of your speech  (“Our attendant duties and obligations, etc.)  – if this is done effectively the judges will be impressed; and most importantly they will continue to listen to your speech as opposed to assuming its just like the others. 

g. Watch the introduction to this 2007 National Champion Speech online: 

i. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U67L0oW_DSg
ii.  I only want you to focus on his choice of AGD – it is totally unrelated to the constitution, but unique and interesting.  
h. You want to avoid stating the obvious by “Showing” and not “Telling.”

The best speeches “Show” their audience and then “Tell” them. By doing this you’ll give your audience something they can visualize. 
Once you’re story is finished; then you state the obvious
a. Effective Storytelling is the key to this competition. Every point you make in any of your speeches is best made by first providing an illustration and then summarizing. The speeches that win this competition are for the most part a collection of interesting stories organized around a central theme.

b. Try not to quote the Constitution in your speech. Let your competitors waste time reciting excerpts from the constitution while you spend time exemplifying a depth of understanding about the constitution that goes beyond the ability to recite excerpts (
i. This is a competition that rewards a competitor for praising his/her country and the constitution.  “Stay positive and avoid the negative.” 
competition organized by American Veterans who want to give you money for college – they want to hear good, positive things about the country.  Your goal is not to critique the constitution, it is to praise it – keep that in mind.
1. Remember to “Show” don’t “Tell.”

c. Supreme Court Cases 
i. How TO use them: Do not state the name of the case or its societal implications until you have first told the story of the case. Supreme Court cases are wonderful anecdote sources. All Supreme Court cases involve people and therefore have a story behind them with lively interesting characters, scenes, and plots. 
ii. Once again “Show” us the Supreme Court case rather than “telling” us about it. By doing this you show a depth of understanding about the case and American history without coming off as a “know-it-all fact guru.” 
d. Assume your audience knows the Constitution. Build your analysis upon that assumption. 
e. Take each rhetorical question you mention above and look for a story that illustrates the controversy mentioned. 

f. What was the story behind this event? Who were the characters? What was the scene? How did is start? How did it end? 
g. Your speech would say more if the body was organized into these three points: 

i. Our responsibility to vote, 

ii. Our  responsibility to take part in the political process, 

iii. And our responsibility to pursue our emerging understanding of this important document.

h. This way you are actually providing an answer to the question: “What are our attendant duties and obligations to the u.s. Constitution?”

i. After finding illustrations to support your analysis, try to work them into the above 3-point structure. 

j. Here’s two places to find good anecdotes:

i. www.anecdotage.com
ii. www.sermonillustrations.com
· illustrating your points through “showing” and not “telling” as well as “showing” and then “telling.” 
I. Introduction

a. AGD – (a contemporary “puzzle story”)

b. Brief constitutional story (Maybe the Democracy Rising story)

c. Review Reponsibilities

d. Close with inspirational statement 

Once you look further for anecdotes and illustrations to “show” your points you should find it easy to plug the stories you have into the outline and create link statements that give your speech an overall unified message.  
