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Tony Wyllie is entering his third decade as a Sports Executive after recently completing his 20th NFL season and third as Senior Vice President, Communications for the Washington Redskins. Wyllie was hired in 2010 after serving 10 years as Vice President of Communications with Houston Texans since the team’s inception in 2000.
Wyllie is the highest ranking African American PR Executive not only in the NFL, but all sports.
Wyllie serves as senior advisor to the principal owner on all issues related to public perception of the franchise. He is responsible for shaping the team image of through all public contacts and publicity generation. He serves as the liaison between the local and national media and the Skins’ ownership, front office, coaches and players. Wyllie oversees the coordination of all interviews for the club and serves as the team spokesman.

The Brooklyn, NY native began his NFL career as a game day intern with the Houston Oilers in 1991 before working as a summer intern with the San Diego Chargers PR department in 1992.

He spent 1993 as an intern in the PR department with the Dallas Cowboys, earning a Super Bowl ring before heading west to Los Angeles to work with the Rams as the assistant director of public relations.

Wyllie moved with the team to St. Louis in 1995 and became the youngest PR director in the NFL three years later when the Tennessee Oilers hired him in 1998. He picked up an AFC championship ring with the Titans in 1999 before joining the Texans staff to launch the expansion team in 2000.

During his NFL career, Wyllie has assisted in promoting six players that have been elected into the Pro Football Hall of Fame (Aikman, Irvin and Smith; Cowboys, Slater, Rams; Munchak and Matthews; Oilers/Titans).

Wyllie and his staff have earned the Pete Rozelle award, which is presented annually by Pro Football Writers of America to the best NFL public relations staff, a record five times. The Rams’ PR department won the award in 1997, the Titans in 2000, and the Texans in 2004, 2007 and 2010. The three awards with the Texans also are the most ever by one team. He is the only executive in the NFL to win it with three different teams.

He was chosen by the NFL to work the 1996 and 1997 NFC Championship games, the 1999 Pro Bowl in Hawaii, and eight Super Bowls. He participated in the NFL’s management program at Stanford University in 2004, and the first NFL Football Operations Personnel Symposium in 2007. He also served as a sub-committee chairman on Houston’s Super Bowl XXXVIII host committee

Wyllie worked three years in the sports information department of Texas Southern University, where he received his degree in journalism. He also earned an MBA from the Jones School of Business at Rice University.

He and his wife Natasha are parents of son James Anthony and daughter Toni Simone.
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Tony Wyllie’s ability for turning his love for sports into a vocation, catapulted him from game day intern to his present position as the highest ranking African American public relations executive in the NFL, and frankly all sports 

Wyllie recently completed his 20th NFL season in PR, and his third season as senior vice president for the Washington Redskins. 

As senior advisor to the principal owner on all issues related to public perception of the franchise, Wyllie is responsible for shaping the team image, managing public contacts and publicity generation. The sports and PR expert serves as liaison between local and national media, the Washington Redskins’ ownership, front office, coaches and players. Wyllie oversees the coordination of all interviews for the club and serves as the team spokesman. 

As a student at Texas Southern University, a phone call from Houston Astros General Manager Bob Watson inspired Wyllie to consider a career in sports. “You cannot be what you don’t see,” said Wyllie. “Mr. Watson told me first hand that I could do this and to go for it. At that time in my life, that was all I needed to hear.” In college, Wyllie also worked with the Houston Oilers, San Diego Chargers and Houston Astros. After college, he worked with the Dallas Cowboys and the Los Angeles Rams and moved with them to St. Louis. 

Wyllie became the youngest PR director in the NFL three years later when the Tennessee Oilers hired him in 1998. He joined the expansion Houston Texans as their first VP of Communications in 2000. Ten years later he found a home with the Washington Redskins. 

Wyllie and his staff have earned the Pete Rozelle award a record five times. The Rozelle award is presented annually by Pro Football Writers of America to the best NFL public relations staff. The Rams’ PR department won the award in 1997, the Tennessee Titans in 2000, and the Houston Texans in 2004, 2007 and 2010. Wyllie is the only executive in the NFL to win the award with three different teams, and the three awards with the Houston Texans also are the most by one team. 

Wyllie worked three years in the sports information department of Texas Southern University, where he received his degree in journalism. He also earned a Master of Business Administration from the Jones School of Business at Rice University. 

A member of Kappa Alpha Psi, Inc., he and his wife Natasha are parents of son James Anthony, 6, and daughter Toni Simone, 4. 

